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BYZANTINE AHMOKPATIA 
AND THE GUILDS 
IN THE ELEVENTH CENTURY 

Speros Vryonis, Jr. 



Introduction 


B EFORE entering upon the subject of Byzantine guilds and urban violence 
in the eleventh century, it would be useful to set forth certain major 
questions or observations in connection with mediaeval guilds in general. 
Though there will be no attempt to answer these broader questions here, 
nevertheless these questions will contribute to a better understanding of 
Byzantine guilds themselves and possibly also to the understanding of the 
relationship between guild organizations and urban political activity in the 
mediaeval world from the Mediterranean to the Persian Gulf. Such a course 
would serve the function of putting my own more particularized researches on 
the Byzantine guilds into a broader and perhaps more meaningful context. 

The first of these observations is the apparent similarity of many aspects 
of Latin, Byzantine, and Islamic societies in the mediaeval period. Islam, 
Byzantium, and the Latin West were all, to a lesser or greater degree, the 
heirs of Graeco-Roman antiquity. The very geography of these three cultural 
blocks forced the heritage of late antiquity upon the emerging societies. 
Secondly, in many of the provinces where these three cultures developed and 
came to predominate, a number of the forms of Graeco-Roman economic 
organization continued, though of course in varying degrees. Consequently, the 
forms of the organization of agricultural, artisan, and commercial energies in 
these three areas often bore certain resemblances. 

The third observation is more in the nature of an unanswered question. To 
what extent are these similarities in Byzantine, Latin, and Islamic economic 
organization due to common origins and to what extent to like necessities 
and functions? To put the question in more obvious terms: To what degree 
was the organization of craftsmen and merchants into apparently similar cor¬ 
porations under the control of urban officials in Pavia, Constantinople, and 
Damascus, say in the tenth century , 1 due to common institutional ancestry, 
and to what degree was it due to a common need of some kind of control of 
the labor forces and production of urban society? There is a similarity, and 
how does one explain it ? But a similarity which is even more striking lies in 
the political activity, violence, and political programs of these urban organiza¬ 
tions which fill a significant number of pages in the mediaeval Latin and Arab 
chronicles. Latin and Arabic sources are consciously separated from the 
Byzantine sources in the preceding statement. For though Islamists have 
accumulated abundant testimony as to the political activities of the akhis , 2 

1 J. Lestocquoy, Aux origines de la bourgeoisie : le gouvernement des patriciens (XI e -XV e siecles) 
(Paris, 1952), i 7* G. Mickwitz, Die Kartellfunktionen der Ziinfte und ihre Bedeutung bei dev Entstehung 
der Zunftwesens (Helsingfors, 1936), 188-190. 

2 F. Taeschner, “Akhi,” Encyclopedia of Islam, 2nd ed., I (i960), 321—323. C. Cahen, “Ahdath,” 
in the same volume, 256, suggests that the ahdath were perhaps a survival of the old Byzantine fac¬ 
tions in the cities of the Levant. If this is so, it would strengthen the whole likelihood of the existence 
of certain other similarities between Muslim and Byzantine cities. 
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and though the dynamic consequences of guild participation in the active pol¬ 
itical life of many of the western towns are known , 3 nothing of the sort has 
been connected with the Byzantine guilds . 4 It does seem strange to the his¬ 
torian of Byzantium that, whereas it has been established for both western 
and Islamic mediaeval society that the inhabitants of urban centers often 
found expression for their political natures and political programs through their 
economic organizations, the guilds, the standard treatments of Byzantine 
economic and urban life are almost devoid of references to such facts. In making 
this statement, one is of course aware that the results of this research will 
become suspect; suspect as having been forced to appear under a certain 
Toynbeean constraint, so that the conclusions will not be admitted before 
history’s tribunal of fact. But this is not at all valid. Such a judgement 
would tend to condemn the value of comparative history. For even though 
most historians are agreed that history does not repeat itself as exactly as 
Polybius felt it did in connection with the history of Roman political institu¬ 
tions, or as Ibn Khaldun felt it did in connection with the rise and decline of 
dynastic power, they will agree that similar situations recur. Given the above 
similarities of urban and socio-economic organization in the three great 
mediaeval cultural spheres, given also the political articulation of the corpora¬ 
tions in the West and in the Islamic realm, one might with some profit ap¬ 
proach the Byzantine sources with a view toward ascertaining whether or not 
the Byzantine corporations were likewise active in urban political life . 5 6 


3 R. Lopez, “The Trade of Medieval Europe: The South,” 295-296, and M. Postan, “The Trade of 
Medieval Europe: The North,” 220-222, in The Cambridge Economic History , ed. by M. Postan and E. 
Rich, II (Cambridge, 1952). 

4 A. Rudakov, Ocherki vizantiiskoi kuVtury po dannym-grecheskoi agiografii (Moscow, 1917), p. 120, 

was the first, to my knowledge, to hint at the connection in Byzantium. Most recently A. Kazhdan, 
“Gorod i derevma v Vizantii v XI—XII vv.,” XII e Congrhs International des Etudes Byzantines, Rap¬ 
ports , I (Ohrid, 1961), 43, has emphasized the activity of the tradesmen in the twelfth century. The 
author has attempted to draw the same connections for tenth-century Constantinople in his Derevnid 
i gorod v Vizantii IX-X vv. (Moscow, i960), 375, 386, 392, but on the basis of inconclusive evidence. 

6 For comments on the elements of continuity between Graeco-Roman antiquity on the one hand 
and mediaeval Latin and Islamic civilization on the other hand, and also for remarks on the elements 
of similarity in the cultural, political, and economic realm, see the following: C. Dawson, The Making 
of Europe (New York, 1957), 25-72, for general cultural and political continuity in the West. In the 
sphere of economic continuity, scholarship during the first quarter of the present century had moved 
away from the theory of Roman origins of the western guilds to the theory of completely independent 
origins, J. Kulischer, Allgemeine Wirtschaftsgeschichte des Mittelalters und der Neuzeit , I (Munich- 
Berlin, 1928), 181—192. Since then there has been a gradual and limited modification of this stand to 
the point where possibilities of continuity of Roman and similarity to Byzantine economic institu¬ 
tions are being reconsidered. G. Mickwitz, “Un probleme d’influence: Byzance et T6conomie de 
TOccident medieval,” Annales d’histoire economique et sociale, VIII (1936), 21—28. R. Lopez, op. cit., 
269-280, 295-296, comments on the elements of economic continuity and survival in Italy, and on 
the political activities of the guilds in eleventh-twelfth-century Italy. M. Postan, op. cit., 157-159* 
220-222, comments on the same phenomena in northern Europe. F. Dolger, “Die friihbyzantinische 
und byzantinisch beeinflusste Stadt,” Atti de 3 0 Congresso Internazionale di Studi sulV Alto Medioevo 
(Spoleto, 1958), 17-20, 32-33, on guilds and cities. B. Mendl, “Les corporations byzantines,” By- 
zantinoslavica, XXII (1961), 301-319. V. Hrochova, “La r^volte des Z 61 otes a Thessalonique et les 
communes italiennes,” Byzantinoslavica, XXII (1961), 1—15. 

In the rea lm of Islam: G. von Grunebaum, Medieval Islam. A Study in Cultural Orientation , 2nd 
ed. (Chicago, 1953), 2—3, 8, and B. Lewis, The Arabs in History , 2nd ed. (London, 1954), 66, 86, 138—139, 
on economic, political, artistic, and intellectual continuity. On the elements of continuity in the cities, 
guilds, and the fiscal system, B. Lewis, “The Islamic Guilds,” The Economic History Review, VIII 
(1937), 20-37; C. Cahen, “Zur Geschichte der stadtischen Gesellschaft im islamischen Orient des 
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Byzantine StinoKponfa , 6 that is the political agitations and manifestations 
of the demos, the urban populace, has been for the past half century the 
central theme of a number of learned studies. In picking up this seemingly 
exhausted theme once more, this study will concentrate almost exclusively 
upon the intense political agitations and demonstrations that were character¬ 
istic of the Constantinopolitan scene in the eleventh century. The virulent 
participation of the urban populace in the political life of the empire is well 
known to the historian of Byzantium during the earlier centuries, especially 
from the fifth to the seventh, at which time the local urban groups, the so- 
called demes (militia) and the circus parties (Blues and Greens), were the 
vehicles of popular political expression. 7 Similar activity seems to have burst 
forth in twelfth-century Constantinople when the citizenry raised an outcry 
against Italian economic domination. 8 Nicetas Choniates has recorded a vivid 
description of one such outbreak (that of May 2, 1171) which is particularly 
worthy of reference here: 

“The throngs of other cities rejoice in disorder and are with great dif¬ 
ficulty kept in hand. But the populace of the market place in Constantin¬ 
ople is the most disorderly of all, rejoicing in rashness and walking in 
crooked ways. As it is governed by different peoples 9 and because of the 


Mittelalters,” Saeculum, IX (1958), 59-76; F. Dolger, Beitrdge zur Geschichte der byzantinsichen Finanz- 
verwaltung besonders des 10. und 11. Jahrhunderts (Leipzig, 1927), 94. 

6 Consult the remarks of G. Bratianu, “Empire et Democratic a Byzance,” Byzantinische Zeit- 
schrift, XXXVII (1937), 87—91, on the meaning of the word SrmoKparla in Byzantine times. See also 
the detailed study of D. Xanalatos, BuLavnva MeAeTr)ncrra. ZunpoAfj els tt^v icrroplav toO puLaimvou 
AaoO (Athens, 1940). A. Kazhdan, “Sotsial'nyi sostav naseleniia vizantiiskikh gorodov v IX—X vv.," 
Vizantiiskii Vremennik, VIII (1956), 87—90, and N. Skabalanovich, Vizantiiskoe gosudarstvo i tserkov* 
v* XI veke (St. Petersburg, 1884), 233-235, for a description of the make-up of the city populace. 

7 The literature on the circus factions and demes is considerable, amongst the more important 
items of which are the following. A. Maricq, “Factions de cirque et partis populaires,” Bulletin de 
la Classe des Lettres, Academie royale de Belgique , XXXVI (1950), 396-421. A. Diakonov, Vizantilskie 
demy i faktsii (toc piepri) v V-VII w.,” Vizantiiskii Sbornik, I (1945), 144-227. G. Manojlovi6, “Le 
peuple de Constantinople/* Byzantion, VI (1936), 617-716. F. Dvornik, “The Circus Parties in By¬ 
zantium,” Byzantina-Metabyzantina, I (1946), 119-134; see also his remarks in The Photian Schism, 
History and Legend (Cambridge, 1948), 6—9. 

8 For details on the urban outbreaks in the twelfth century one may consult the studies of; F. 
Cognasso, Partiti politici e lotte dinastiche in Bizanzio alia morte di Manuele Comneno. Reale Accademia 
delle scienze di Torino, 1911-12 (Turin, 1912); F. Chalandon, Les Comnhnes : Etudes sur Vempire by- 
zantin aux XI G et au XII e siecles (Paris, 1900-12); H. F. Brown, “The Venetians and the Venetian 
Quarter in Constantinople to the Close of the Twelfth Century,” Journal of Hellenic Studies, XL 
(1920), 68—88; E. Besta, La cattura dei Veneziani in Oriente (Feltre, 1920); M. Smziumov, “Vnutren- 
niaia politika Andronika Komnina i razgrom prigorodov Konstantinopolia v 1187 godu,” Vizantiiskii 
Vremennik, XII (1957), 5 8 ~ 74 J A. Kazhdan, “Gorod i derevnia v Vizantii v XI-XII vv.,” XII Q Congrds 
International des Etudes Byzantines, Rapports, I (Ohrid, 1961), 41—42. 

9 The writings of the twelfth-century poet John Tzetzes bear colorful testimony to the polyglot 
nature of the Constantinopolitan population. In Chiliades, ed. T. Kiessling (Leipzig, 1826), lines 
360-369, he remarks both on the polyglot and corrupt nature of the citizens: 

Ou yap ttccvtcov Icrrlv 6\xb$ Opoos, ov8' ta yrjpus, 

'AAA& yAcoaaa |i4iiiKTai, TroAOKAeTrroi 8' elalv <5cv8pes, 

Ot ttoAiv yap ti^v avaaaav vaiovres KcovoravTivou, 

Ouyl mas 9covf)S eial Kal §0vovs £vds jjovov, 

yAcoaacov 8s Trepiaacov, ccvSpes tgov ttoAukA^tttcov, 

KpfjTes Kal ToupKoi, *AAavoi, 'P08101 te Kal X101, 

19 * 
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variety of the trades, one may say that its mind is easily altered. But since 
the worst always wins out, and one scarcely finds amongst the sour grapes 
a ripe one, the populace of the market place upon whatever undertak¬ 
ing it embarks, does not do so reasonably, nor with good will, nor suitably. 
But at a mere word it disposes itself to rebellion and becomes more 
destructive than fire ... accordingly, it suffers from an inconstancy of 
character and is untrustworthy. Nor are these people ever detected doing 
those things which are most advantageous to themselves, nor were they 
ever persuaded by others who counselled them for their own good. But 
they always do those things which are detrimental.... Their indifference to 
the rulers is preserved in them as if it were inborn. Him whom today 
they raise as legal magistrate, this same one next year they will tear to 
pieces. 10 They do not perform these things with any logic, but through 
simple-mindedness and ignorance.” 11 

It would be strange indeed, however, if between the seventh and the twelfth 
centuries the inhabitants of the largest and wealthiest city in Europe (with a 


‘AttAcos IOvovs tou aOjJTravTos, tcov onraacov xcopouvTES, 

"ATravTES ol KAenriaepoi Kai KEKip 5 r|AEupievot, 

XeipoTOVoOvTai aytot ttj ttoAei KcovcrravTlvov. 

TO Tfjs tocjocOttis uppECOs dv 0 pcoTrois tcov darcomov. 

The verses edited by G. Moravcsik in “Barbarische Sprachreste in der Theogonie des Johannes Tzetzes,” 
Byzantinisch-neugriechische Jahrbucher, VII (1930), 356-357, are of particular interest in this respect, 
for they reflect again the variety of tongues to be heard on the streets of Constantinople. Tzetzes 
boasts to the reader that he can address a person in seven languages, and what is more he implies 
that he can speak each with a good accent: 

„Kort Iku0t|v ZkOOocis eOpois pie, AotTvov toTs Acctivois 
kocI Traoiv aAAois lOvsaiv cos eva ysvous toutcov. 

Kal ZkuOtjv dorralopievos outgo TrpoCTayopeuco- 
aaAapiaA^K dATT) (—) aocAapiaAhc dATouyerr. 

Kal TUpaais ttccAiv mpaiKcos outgo TrpoaayopeOco- 
daav x«ts KoupouTrapLa yavTalap xap«VTdar|. 

tco S£ Acrrivcp irpoaxpcovoo Kcrra Acrdvcov yAooaaav 
pEve pEV&m Sdpiivs, | 3 £ve psv£crn 9pdr6p, 
oOvSe Is et SekoOoAe TrpopivTlLia psv£crn; 

KopioSo, 9pdTep, Pev&tti Ivicrrav tLiPitotepi; 
tteSove, Kapa(AAd)pious, mppidpE, pis piopdp(i); 

to is 'AAavois Trpoa904yyopiai koto t^v toutcov yAcoaaav 

Tarrayxds PIECT91A1 yoiva KOp0iv (-) 

to 9dpvETlv KivTlt pieoxpiAi KaiTEp9oua(— ) ouyyE. 

toTs 8 * v Apayiv dpapwcos ( - ) Trpoa(A£yco)- 

dAEVTapidp Pevevevte oitt| piouAe oettoxoc. 

ttccAiv toTs *Pcos cos eyouaiv I 0 os TrpoaayopEuco* 
to o 8 pa TrpdTE, akrrprriLa Kal (to) 86 ppa Sevt^ Asyco* 

toTs 5 * dp* ‘Eppalois Trpoo^ucos £ppaikcos 7rpoaA£yco* 

piEpiaKCopi^vE pr)09ayfi pEEAiEpouA TipiaiE, 
spEp £pyapi piapdv a0d pE^K eI<ttoxco(—).” 

10 This line would imply that the citizens played an active role in the appointment and removal of 
governmental officials. 

11 Nicetas Choniates, Historia, ed. I. Bekker (Bonn, 1835) (hereafter, Nicetas Choniates), 304—305. 
Choniates is the single most important text for the events concerning Byzantine urban violence in 
the twelfth century. 
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population of perhaps 500,000) 12 had failed to leave any significant record in 
the pages of history as to their political existence. As a matter of fact, one 
does see in the tenth- and above all in the eleventh-century Byzantine chroni¬ 
clers, as well as in the somewhat later Arab chronicle of Ibn al-Athir, abundant 
testimony to the fact that the Constantinopolitans had not abandoned their 
time honored taste for strife, rebellion, and riot. The citizenry of the capital 
played important roles in the deposition of four emperors (Michael V, Michael VI, 
Michael VII, Nicephorus Botaniates), and it becomes evident from the sources 
that the emperors attempted, increasingly, to win the support of the urbanites 
by extensive grants and favors. 

What is most interesting is the fact that the heart of all this urban political 
activity seems to have been the vast guild system of the city, as will soon 
become apparent. It would seem extraordinary that this connection between 
the artisan class and the eleventh-century urban disturbances should have been 
neglected by the social historian of Byzantium, for, as was mentioned earlier, 
the connections between urban violence and guilds have been described in 
detail by historians of the mediaeval West as well as by the historians of 
mediaeval Islam. The Byzantine guilds, though they too have been studied in 
a number of significant monographs and articles, have been studied primarily 
from the point of view of their economic significance and organization. 13 J. B. 

12 A. Andreades, “Le montant du budget de l'empire byzantin," Revue des etudes grecques, XXXIV 
(1921), 29. See also the remarks of P. Charanis in his review of G. Downey, Constantinople in the Age 
of Justinian (Oklahoma, i960), in Speculum, XXXVI (1961), 477—478, where he defends this more 
generous estimate of the city's population. 

13 The literature on the guilds and tradesmen is extensive and scattered throughout a wide variety 
of periodicals. A satisfactory monograph on this vast and complex subject is still lacking. It is hoped 
that the following bibliography, though not complete, will be of some use. F. I. Uspenskii, “Konstan- 
tinopol'skii eparkh," Izviestiia russkago arkheologicheskago instituta v Konstantinopolie , IV, 2 (1899), 
79—104. J. Nicole, Le livre du prefet ou Vedit de Vempereur Leon le sage sur les corporations de Constan¬ 
tinople (Memoire de lTnstitut National Genevois, XVIII) (Geneva-Basel, 1894). H. Gehrig, “Das 
Zunftwesen Konstantinopels im X Jahrhundert," Hildebrands Jahrbitcher fur Nationalokonomie und 
Statistik, 93 (1909), 577—596. A. Stockle, Spatromische und byzantinische Zunfte Klio, Beiheft 9 (Leipzig, 
1911); reviewed by E. Meyer, Byzantinische Zeitschrift, XXI (1912), 531—535, and by Bezobrazov, 
Vizantiiskii Vremennik, XVIII (1911), 30-38, 2nd pagination. E. Chernousov, “Rimskie i vizantilskie 
tsekhi," Zhurnal ministerstva narodnago prosvieshcheniia, 52 (Sept. 1914), 154—178. A. Rudakov, 
Ocherki vizantiiskoi kuVtury po dannym grecheskoi agiografii (Moscow, 1917), i2off. C. Macri, L'Organisa¬ 
tion de Teconomie urbaine dans Byzance sous la dynastie de Macedoine (Paris, 1925); reviewed by F. 
Dolger, Byzantinisch-neugriechische Jahrbitcher, V (1927), 235-243, and by F. Ganshof, Byzantion, 
IV (1927), 658—660. T. Begleres, “’Avokoivcoots Trepi EjiTropiKcov o-cohoteicov f| ovcrn^aTcov Trapa (3u£.ainrvcov 
Kal Trepi TapouAapicov," ’EttettipIs ‘ETaipeias Butavnvcov ZttouScov, VII (1930), 414—416. G. Zora, Le cor- 
porazioni bizantine (Rome, 1931); reviewed by G. Ostrogorsky, Byzantinische Zeitschrift, XXXIII 
( I 933 )> 380-395, where he includes a considerable bibliography on the Book of the Prefect. A. Christ- 
ophilopoulos. To ’EirapyiKov pipAiov Aeovtos tou Z090O Kal al owrexviat ev Bulavrico (Athens, 1935); 
reviewed by G. Mickwitz, Byzantinisch-neugriechische Jahrbitcher, XII (1936), 368—375. Mickwitz, “Un 
probleme d'influence: Byzance et l’economie de TOccident medieval," Annales d'histoire economique 
et sociale, VIII (1936), 21—28. Mickwitz, Die Kartellfunktionen der Ziinfte (Helsingfors, 1936); reviewed 
by H. Seeveking, Deutsche Literaturzeitung, LIX (1938), 928-930. D. Ghinnis, “To irrapxtKov pipAiov 
Kal ol vonoi 'louAiavou tou ’AaKaAcoviTou," ’EttettipIs *ETaipeias BuLxvtivcov Zttou8cov, XIII (1937), 181—191. 
L. Brehier gives a review of literature on the Book of the Prefect in Revue historique, CLXXXIV (1938), 
355 ~ 358 - A. Christophilopoulos, “ZTyrrmaTa Ttva ek tou ETrapyiKou pipAiou," *EAAr|viKa, XI (1939), 
125-136. R. S. Lopez, “Silk Industry in the Byzantine Empire," Speculum, XX (1945), 1-42; reviewed 
by A. Kazhdan, Vizantiiskii Vremennik, III (1950), 290-293. P. Koukoules, Bulavrivcov pios Kal 
TToAmopos, II, 1 (Athens, 1948), 179-249. M. Smziumov, Kniga Eparkha. Ustavy vizantiiskikh tsekhov 
X v. (Sverdlovsk, 1949); reviewed by A. Kazhdan and M. Zaborov, Vizantiiskii Vremennik, V (1952), 
2 73 _2 76 - Siuzmmov, “Remeslo i torgovlia v Konstantinopole v nachale X v.," Vizantiiskii Vremennik, 
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Bury came close to discovering the relationship of guilds and violence in 
Byzantium many decades ago. But he misinterpreted a critical text. He 
recognized that the text in question referred to political activity on the part 
of certain urban groups, the fr-oupeia, which he translated to mean private 
political clubs. 14 As we shall see, the phrase referred to the public guilds. And 
this puts into bold relief one of the basic difficulties of the problem, that of 
semantics. For many of the terms used in the texts are ambiguous and vague, 
and could refer not only to guilds but to organizations in general. 


The Guilds Prior to the Eleventh Century 

What do we know, if anything, of the Byzantine guilds prior to the eleventh 
century that might suggest their political potential ? First there are the scat¬ 
tered references in the chronicles which, because of the extraordinary nature 
of a particular event, the chronicler has chosen to record. That is to say, very 
little has been preserved. These meagre sources are supplemented by the Book 
of the Eparch, The Book of Ceremonies, and the lives of the saints. 


i. Political Activities 

We have records of “political” activity amongst the guildsmen as far back 
as the reign of Justinian I, when members of the jewelers guild, the argyro- 
pratai, plotted to assassinate the emperor and to this end supplied their ac¬ 
complices with fifty pounds of gold (3,600 nomismata) . 15 In 623 Heraclius left 
Constantinople, accompanied by a formal procession, to greet the Avar Khan 


IV (1951), 11—41. S. Runciman, "Byzantine Trade and Industry," Cambridge Economic History, ed. by 
M. Postan and E. Rich (Cambridge, 1952), 86-118. A. Kazhdan, "Tsekhi i gosudarstvennye masterskie 
v Konstantinopole v IX—X w.," Vizantiiskii Vremennik , VI (1953), 132-155. G. Spyridakis, "T6 ipyov 
toO jiiTcoToO KOT& t6 ’EirapxiKOv fhpAiov A£ovros toO Z090O," Melanges, ed. by O. et P. Merlier, II (Athens, 
1953), 417—423. P. Nasledova, "Remeslo i torgovlia Fessaloniki kontsa IX— nachala X v. po dannym 
Ioanna Kameniaty," Vizantiiskii Vremennik, VIII (1956), 61—84. I. Fihman, “K kharakteristike 
korporatsii vizantiiskogo Egipta," Vizantiiskii Vremennik, XVII (i960), 17—27. A. Kazhdan, Derevnta 
i gorod v Vizantii IX-X vv. (Moscow, i960), 301 ff. B. Mendl, "Les corporations byzantines (Ot [xi\ tv 
-rij &TToypoc<prj Svtes)/’ Byzantinoslavica, XXII (1961), 309-319, includes some recent bibliography by 
Loos, as well as useful comments. In Pauly-Wissowa, Real-Encyclopadie, the following articles, amongst 
others, are of use; "Monopole," "Industrie," "Collegium," "Berufsverein,” and "Naviculari." Un¬ 
fortunately some of the recent Soviet literature has not been available to me, as for instance; M. 
Siuzmmov, "O pravovom polozhenii rabov v Vizantii," Uchenye zapiski sverdlovskogo gosudarstven - 
nogo pedagogicheskogo instituta, II (1955), as well as a second article by the same author on Julian 
the Ascalonite in Uchenye zapiski UraVskogo universiteta, XXXVIII (i960), I, 3—34, and a third article 
in the same journal, XXV (1958), 147-173, on hired labor. Nor have I yet seen the study of V. Shand- 
rovskaia, on the crafts in thirteenth- and fourteenth-century Byzantium in Issledovanie po istorii 
kultury narodov Vostoka (Moscow-Leningrad, i960). In recent years various articles in Voprosy Istorii 
(no. 10 [1958], 91; no. 3 [1959], 112-113) have given a rapid survey of the literature which has been 
published on this subject in the Soviet Union. Since this article went to press there has appeared the 
interesting article of E. Frances, "L'fitat et les metiers aByzance," Byzantinoslavica, XXIII (1962), 
231—249. 

14 J. B. Bury, Selected Essays (Cambridge, 1930), 207-208. The texts were Joannes Zonaras, Annales, 
ed. by T. Biittner-Wobst, III (Bonn, 1897) (hereafter all texts are of the Bonn edition unless otherwise 
stated), 664, and Cedrenus, II, 635. 

15 Theophanes, Chronographia, e d. by C. deBoor, I (Leipzig, 1883) (hereafter, Theophanes), 237—238. 
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in Thrace. We are told that the guildsmen participated in this procession 
alongside the nobles, clergy, and demesmen. 16 In 695, when Justinian II 
equipped a large fleet and sent it on an expedition to Cherson, he drafted 
guildsmen, demesmen, and senators to augment the military catalogues. 17 In 
775 Leo IV associated his son Constantine VI in the imperial power and had 
the officials and citizens swear an oath on the relics of the Holy Cross to accept 
as emperor only his offspring. Those who swore the oath were the thematic 
officials, the senate, the guards, the citizens, and the guildsmen. 18 Constantine 
Porphyrogenitus remarks that when the enemy appears before the walls of 
the city, the military contingents in the city and the guilds are to assume the 
military defense of Constantinople. 19 ® These few passages imply, in one case 
at least, that the guildsmen did indulge actively in political life. At the same 
time the recourse of the emperors to the guildsmen for military, ceremonial, 
and dynastic purposes implies that they were a real force in the society of the 
capital. 

2. Wealthy Guildsmen 

The texts reveal that guildsmen often managed to accumulate considerable 
wealth. Sozomenus relates that when the Gothic general Gainas entered 
Constantinople he intended to plunder the shops of the argyropratai because 
of their great wealth. But as the guildsmen got wind of the barbarian’s inten¬ 
tions, they removed their goods from the shops and hid them. 19 The chronicler 
Theophanes records the fact that the wife of Justin II, the Empress Sophia, 
dissolved all debts owed to the argyropratai by the citizens. As these were 
very extensive, the citizens acknowledged Sophia as a great benefactress. 20 

16 Chronicon Paschale, I, 712. "dWa yap Kal ipyaanipiotKcov kou SripoTcov EKcrrEpou pepou; xa't 
ttAt| 0 ous aAAov ouk dAiyov.” 

17 Theophanes, I, 377. “irao-av vauv Sponcovcov t£ Kai Tpiripcov Kal oxatpcov piupiaycoycov koci &Ai& 5 cov koc! 
ecos x e ^ ay 8icov, &tto Siavoufjs tcov oIkouvtcov ttjv ttoAiv cruyKAijTiKcov T£ Kal ipyacrnjpiaKcov Kal Stjijotcov Kal 
iravros oqxpiKiov.” Nicephorus, Breviarium, ed. by C. de Boor (Leipzig, 1880) (hereafter, Nicephorus), 
p. 44. “vaus ttoAO TrAdcrras Kal Sta90pous cruvaydpas, £|i( 3 i( 3 aaas Trap' outou aypts els £kotov x l ^& 5 as < 3 cpiOjJi 6 v 
&v8pcov, dSoTas £k te tcov crrporncoTtKcov KcrraAoycov, eti 8£ Kal tou yECopyiKoO Kal tcov pavauaiKcov texvcov 
tcov te £k Trjs auyKAijTou | 3 ouAfjs Kal toO Trjs ttoAecos Srnaou.” 

18 Theophanes, I, 449. “koI coijoo-e ttccs 6 Aaos eIs toc Tl|iia Kal £coottoicc £uAa, 01 te tcov Oeuoctcov Kal Trjs 
auyKAr|Tou Kal tcov ecjco Tayiiorrcov Kal tcov ttoAitcov ttocvtcov Kal ^pyacrrripiaKcov, tou p.rj Se^aaOai paaiAsa 
§ktos A^ovtos Kal KcovcrravTivou Kal toO OTTEpiaaTos auTciov, Kal ETroirjaav Eyypa9a koOcos coijoaav iSioxeipa 
auTcov.” 

19a Constantine Porphyrogenitus, De Caeremoniis, ed. by I. Reiske, I (Bonn, 1829) (hereafter, De 
Caeremoniis-Borm) , 449. “ocTrapiG^rjaai tov Aaov, oaoi te Otto toc TayiiocTa Eiat Trjs ttoAecos Kal oaoi utto tov 
UTrapx°v, Kal toutous TTpoopi^Eiv kccO' iauTov, ev TToico ji£p£i EKaoTov toutcov tcov aucnTmocTCOv 9 uAoc 5 ei ttjv ttoAiv 
ev Kaipco iTTiSrmias ExOpcov.” This passage could possibly refer to the guilds. M. Smziumov has so interpreted 
the passage, “Remeslo i torgovlia v Konstantinopole v nachale X v./' Vizantiiskii Vremennik , IV 
(1951), 4 °- 

19 Sozomenus, Patrologia Graeca, LXVII (Paris, 1864), 1524. 

20 Theophanes, I, 242. The argyropratai appear more frequently in the sources than do most of 
the other guildsmen. See Tipucitus , ed. by F. Dolger, Studi e Testi, LI (1929), xi, 1; xix, 1. Also, their 
guild seems to be the only one which emerges from the sources with a personality. Nicetas Choniates, 
I 5 ^~ I 57 > relates that during the visit of the Seljuk Sultan Kilij Arslan to Constantinople, the Emperor 
Manuel I took him to see the games at the hippodrome. One of the scheduled performances was to 
have been a flight through the air from a high tower by a Muslim garbed in a sail-like garment. How¬ 
ever, the flight failed and the Muslim was killed, much to the distress of the Sultan and his Turks, 
but to the merriment of the Greeks. Afterwards, when any of the Turks appeared in the agora the 
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We have yet another anecdote in Theophanes concerning the wealth of a 
member of the candlemakers’ guild, a cerularius. During the course of his 
financial exactions Nicephorus I had a cerularius brought to court and forced 
him to declare the extent of his wealth, which amounted to ioo pounds of 
gold (7,200 nomismata). The Emperor confiscated the greater part of the gold, 
leaving the candlemaker only 100 nomismata , 21 One is better able to grasp the 
true significance of the man’s wealth by comparing it with the salary of the 
strategus. The highest paid strategus, or general, in the Byzantine army receiv¬ 
ed forty pounds of gold a year. Thus we see that guildsmen could become 
very wealthy from their trades. As will become clear at a later point, this 
wealth was an important factor in the social fluidity of a number of the guilds¬ 
men as well as in their political importance. In the eleventh century there are 
examples of a patriarch, a general, 22 two emperors, 23 and a high administrative 
official who were of families with guild or artisan backgrounds. 24 


5. Organization-Book of the Eparch 

The only document which deals specifically and exclusively with the guilds 
of Constantinople is the well-known Book of the Eparch , 25 Unfortunately, this 


argyrocopoi no sooner caught sight of them than they began to ridicule them and to strike their tables 
loudly. For the greater context of this "flying" story, see L. White, "Eilmer of Malmesbury, an 
Eleventh-Century Aviator," Technology and Culture , II, 2 (1961), 98ft. Leo Gramaticus, 121—122, 
records a humorous incident in which a "chemist" defrauds the argyropratai. 

21 Theophanes, I, 487-488. 

22 Such would seem to be the case from the verse edited by S. Lampros. "Toe urr* &pi 0 n 6 v PIZ' 
Kcd Pr KonrdXonra," N£os ‘EAAqvonvifycov, XVI (1922), 45. 

Tou a\!rrou els <rrparr|ydv Kr|pouAdpiov. 

Kal au crrpoTnyds KripomoAou TraiSiov, 
o 5 Kal t6 pco Tr^euyev £k tcov prmcrrcov, 
irolav 9p6vijcjiv fj A6yov K6KTT|pevos. 

"Opcos koteTSov Scdpova, OTparny£rr|v 
Kal KT|pOTrcbAr|v Iv pA£Tat p6vov 0£Aco, 

Kal XapSav out6v £v y&rg ButavrlSi 
Kal alTOv dicrd) t6v ^8ipvov ypualcov. 

23 The members of the Paphlagonian dynasty obviously had some connection with the artisan class. 

24 The twelfth-century literary figure Ptochoprodromus has left us an interesting poem which is 
as informative in regard to the economic well-being of the artisan class as it is humorous in depicting 
the poverty of the intellectuals and scribes. The poet begins by telling the reader that he studied 
letters in obedience to his father’s admonitions. But now arrived at man's estate, with vast literary 
learning and talent, Ptochoprodromus complains (to no less a person than his patron the Emperor) 
that he is starving to death. In contrast to the penurious income of his own profession, the trades of 
the tailor, cobbler, baker, seller of whey, etc. enable these artisans to eat veritable banquets. The food 
larders of the latter are plentifully stocked with tunny and mackerel, and their daily meals include 
tripe, Vlach cheese, stew, marinated roasts, boiled dishes, wine, pure wheat bread, etc. Ptochoprod¬ 
romus concludes by anathematizing the day on which, as a young boy, he had been turned over to 
the grammarians. He informs the Emperor that should his neighbor seek advice as to his son’s educa¬ 
tion, he (the poet) will advise the father to have the son taught the trade of a cobbler. The facts and 
sentiments are not unfamiliar to twentieth-century society! See the text in D. Hesseling and H. Pemot, 
Chrestomathie Ndo-Hellenique (Paris, 1925), 42-46. 

25 The Book of the Eparch was edited by J. Nicole, Le livre du prefet (Geneva, 1894). T. Zepos 
reproduced the text in Jus Graecoromanum, II (Athens, 193 1 ), 369—392. There are translations in 
English by A. E. R. Boak, "The Book of the Prefect," Journal of Economic and Business History , 
I (1929), 597—618, and also by E. H. Freshfield, Roman Law in the Later Roman Empire (Cambridge, 
1938). There is an annotated translation in Russian by M. Siuzramov, Kniga Eparkha. Ustavy vizantii - 
skikh tsehhov X v. (Sverdlovsk, 1949). For other literature, footnote 13 supra. 
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tenth-century compilation is not a collection of guild statutes, but rather a 
collection of state ordinances pertaining to certain trades. The Book of the Eft arch 
regulates the relationship between these select guilds and the state and the 
populace of Constantinople. It mentions nineteen guilds; tabularioi (notaries), 
argyroftratai (jewelers), traftezitai (bankers), vestioftratai (dealers in silk garments), 
ftrandioftratai (dealers in Syrian silks), metaxoftratai (dealers in raw silk), 
catartarioi (silk spinners), sericarioi (silk weavers), othonioftratai (dealers in linen), 
myreftsoi (dealers in perfume), cerularioi (candle-makers), saftonoftratai (soap- 
makers), saldamarioi (grocers), lorotomoi (leather cutters), macellarioi (butchers) 
choiremftoroi (dealers in pork), ichthyoftratai (fishmongers), artoftoioi (bakers), 
and cafteloi (innkeepers). 26 It is obvious that this list contains the most highly 
esteemed guilds and those that were essential to the business and provision¬ 
ing of the capital. 

Though the Book of the Eftarch is not specifically concerned with the in¬ 
ternal organization of a guild itself, one may examine the regulations govern¬ 
ing the corporation of the tabularioi with some profit. To enter the guild, the 
initiate had to learn the forty titles of the Prochiron by heart and also the 
sixty titles of the Basilica. He had also to pass an examination in this before 
a meeting of the guild, at which time his candidacy for entrance was accompa¬ 
nied by the testimonies of witnesses as to his worthiness. He was elected by 
the vote of the guildsmen and their chief, the ftrimicerius. Part of the cere¬ 
mony is described in the Book of the Eftarch. 

“The election of the candidate shall be carried out as follows. After 
the hearing of the witnesses and the examination, he shall present himself 
wearing a cloak before the most glorious Prefect of the City, accompanied 
by the guild of the notaries and the ftrimicerius. These shall swear before 
God and by the safety of the emperors that he is being enrolled in the 
order not through any favor, influence, family connections, or friendship, 
but by reason of his good conduct, knowledge, ability, and general fitness. 
After the oaths have been taken, by means of a sign the Prefect in office 
shall elect him in the prefectural bureau, and he shall be enrolled in the 
guild and numbered among the notaries. Then he shall go to the church 
which is nearest his residence, while all the notaries wear their cloaks, and, 
doffing his cloak and donning a white surplice, shall be consecrated by a 
prayer of the priest. He shall be escorted on his way by all the notaries 
clad in their cloaks, while the ftrimicerius himself holds a censer and directs 


26 The question has arisen whether other guilds existed aside from those mentioned in the Book 
of the Eparch. Basilica, LIV, vi, 6—16 (Zepos edition), seem to provide a positive answer to the ques¬ 
tion, s Apy vpoKOTroi, crKUTOTopoi, xpucroyooi, Lcoypacpoi, napiiocpapioi are listed amongst the various occupa¬ 
tions. Since the first three are mentioned as having guilds in the Book of the Eparch, it would seem 
that the grouping of all of them together in the Basilica would imply that all had guilds. Stockle, 
op. cit., says that it is impossible to determine from the Book of the Eparch whether there were guilds 
other than the nineteen mentioned in the heads of the chapters. Christophilopoulos, op. cit., p. 9, 
repeats this judgement. But the Book of the Eparch does furnish evidence that there were guilds other 
than those of the chapter headings: In chap, xiv, para. 2, we find two other guilds, that of the 
naXcxKcxT&pioi (the softeners of leather), and of the |3vp<7o6eyca (tanners). See also the remarks of B. 
Mendl, loc. cit., 303. 
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the fumes towards him, the newly elect, who carries the Bible openly 
before him; this signifying that his ways shall be made straight as the 
incense ascending before the face of God. In this glorious fashion he shall 
proceed to the seat to which he has been allotted and then return home 
with the same pomp, there to feast and rejoice with his associates.” 27 

The newly elected member had to pay to the primicerius three nomismata 
as initiation fee, and to each of the tabularioi one nomisma. He also had to 
contribute six nomismata for table expenses. No member of the guild could be 
absent from imperial processions when the eparch commanded them to parti¬ 
cipate, as absence from such processions drew a fine of four ceratia. When the 
chief of the guild, the primicerius, was no longer able to perform his func¬ 
tions he had to retire and was then given a pension. Though the eparch ap¬ 
pointed the ranking tabularius to replace him, here the members of the guild 
could exercise some choice. For if they did not want the primicerius chosen by 
the eparch, they could declare him unworthy, and the eparch would choose 
the second or third in line for the office. Amongst the duties of the primicerius 
was that of adjudicating minor disputes between the members of the guild. 
The Book of the Eparch also regulates the salaries of the tabularioi. A tabularius 
received twelve ceratia in drawing up any contract in which the subject matter 
was not worth more than ioo nomismata. If the value exceeded this sum, then 
he received one nomisma. If the value far exceeded ioo nomismata, he received 
two nomismata. No member of the guild could employ a secretary without 
first presenting him to the primicerius and the guild, and obtaining their ap¬ 
proval. Finally, whenever a member of the guild died, he was buried by the 
guild. Any member of the corporation who was absent from the funeral proces¬ 
sion paid a fine of six ceratia. 28 

The provisions governing the remainder of the guilds are not quite so ex¬ 
tensive. Most of them seem to have had similar ceremonies of initiation, and 
the duties of the heads of the guilds were more or less similar. One of the more 
interesting features of these regulations is the exclusion of the nobles or 
archontes from participation in many of the trades of the guilds. 29 

Without going into any further detail, it should be pointed out that these 
regulations reveal a guild system, descended from that of the fourth century, 
which created a certain cohesive and corporate spirit among the members of 
an individual guild, and perhaps among the guilds themselves. And though all 
were, theoretically, under the close supervision of the prefect of the city, they 
held certain internal administrative and judicial power in their own hands. 

4. Topographical Location of the Guilds 

The location of the guild establishments in the city is an important factor 
in considering the political potential of these groups. Fortunately the sources 
are much more ample here than they have been in the preceding considera- 

27 Boak, loc, cit., 601. 

28 Book of the Eparch, I. 

29 Book of the Eparch, V, 4; VI, 10. 
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tions. The Book of the Eparch specifies that the argyropratai could carry on 
their business only in their workshops on the Mese. 30 Theophanes indicates 
that their shops stretched along the Mese from the Forum of Constantine to 
the Palace of Lausus. 31 The chalcopratai had their shops near the western door 
of St. Sophia 32 The fur-dealers had their shops in the Forum of Constantine, 33 
while the slave-dealers had their establishments near the bakeries. 34 The 
artopoioi had their bakeries between the Forum of Constantine and the Forum 
of Theodosius along the Mese. 35 The candle-makers had their shops in the 
forum and also in the church of St. Sophia. 36 

The life of St. Andrew the Fool is of particular interest in this connection, 
for it takes place in the milieu of the guilds, shops, and working people. We 
find mention of innkeepers and saldamarioi (grocers) in the antiforum, and of 
the prostitution establishments near the Forum of Constantine and the arto- 
poleia 31 The Book of the Eparch says of the saldamarioi that they were to 
have their shops all over the city so that the provisioning of the inhabitants 
would be facilitated. 38 It also includes a rather interesting specification con¬ 
cerning the place of business of the myrepsoi. 

“They shall place their show tables with the containers in a line extend¬ 
ing from the sacred image of Christ our Lord which is by the Chalce up 
to the Milestone, so that these may send forth a savory aroma befitting 
the image, and make pleasant the porches of the palace.” 39 

It is obvious that a considerable portion of the shops and warehouses of 
the guilds was located along the triumphal boulevard of Constantinople, the 
so-called Mese, 40 and in the Milion in the vicinity of the palace. So in more 
recent times the great covered bazar of Istanbul was not too far from the 
saray of the Ottoman sultans. By their location and concentration in the 
administrative and commercial heart of the city, the guildsmen could and did 
convulse not only the economic life of the city but the political life of the 
whole of the empire. 

5. Munera 

Another aspect of the relationship of the guilds to the government is ap¬ 
parent in the fact that a number of these groups was still, as in the fourth 
century, responsible for certain munera. The Book of Ceremonies of Cons- 

30 Book of the Eparch, II, n. 

31 Theophanes, I, 184. 

32 R. Janin, Constantinople Byzantine (Paris, 1950), 97—98. 

33 Theophanes Continuatus, 420. 

34 Pseudo-Codinus, 50. 

35 Constantine Porphyrogenitus, De Caerimoniis, ed. A. Vogt, I (Paris, 1935) (hereafter, De Caeri- 
moniis-Vogt), 44-51. 

36 Theophanes Continuatus, 420. 

37 Vita Andreae, Acta Sanctorum, Maii Tomus Sextus (Paris-Rome, 1866), appendix, 2—14. 

38 Book of the Eparch, XIII, 1. 

39 Boak, loc. cit., 611. 

40 On this street, consult R. Guilland, “Autour du Livre des Ceremonies de Constantin VII Por- 
phyrogen^te,” Actes du VI e Congres International D’Etudes Byzantines, II (Paris, 1951), 171—182. 
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tantine VII gives a number of details concerning the guilds in the imperial 
processions of the tenth century. In the processions of the emperors from the 
palace to St. Sophia the guilds of the vestiopratai and of the argyropratai 
were responsible for adorning the tribunalium with purple silk cloths, and gold 
and silver objects. And all of the guilds of the city, under the leadership of 
the eparch, took part in the procession. 41 The court ceremonial prescribed 
that emperors returning to the capital after a period of absence were to pro¬ 
ceed to the church of the Holy Apostles, then through the Mese to the palace. 
On their way from the church to the palace they were received along the 
Mese by the eparch and all the guilds. 42 

In the official reception given the Arab ambassadors from Tarsus by Con¬ 
stantine VII and Romanus II, the argyropratai, under the direction of the 
eparch, were responsible for the decoration of the tribunalium with silk cloths 
and objects of gold and silver. Not only were the guildsmen responsible for 
the decoration of the tribunalium, but the members of the guilds and their 
officers were present in the tribunalium during the reception. The archontes or 
chiefs of the guilds wore the six platonica chlanidia of the secreticoi, while the 
others wore the white chlanidia of the tagmata . i3 

That these guildsmen were members of the public guilds and not of the 
imperial workshops within the palace is demonstrated by two facts. First 
Constantine Porphyrogenitus mentions that they were under the direction of 
the eparch. According to the Basilica and to the Cletorologion of Philotheus, 
the public guilds were under the jurisdiction of the eparch. And in these 
processions and receptions the guilds mentioned are under the prefect or 
eparch of the city. 44 The craftsmen of the imperial workshops were under a 
separate official 45 Secondly, Constantine Porphyrogenitus distinguishes be¬ 
tween the public and imperial craftsmen by referring to the latter as PcxctiAikoi 
and by usually referring to their workshops as (3a<7iAiKa lpyoS6aia, while the 
workshops of the public guilds were generally epyaorfipia. 46 It was certain of 

41 De Caerimoniis-Vogt, I, 9. “auTO yap to TpipouvaAiov koctocko(7|joOctiv 01 te pEorioTTpocTai Kal dpyu- 
pOTTpcStTat 5 t($C TE pAaTTlCOV Kal AotTTCOV EVTl|JCOV OCTrAcOliOCTCOV TE Kal TTETrAcOV, Kal liTJV 616c TE XpVCKOV Kal dpyvpcov 
TravToicov okeucov touto KOcrayAat Couch v.. . Kal nfjv Kal toc aucmjiiocTa Tfjs ttoAecos Kal ot TTEpl tov urrapyov 
09<piKi<5cAioi, (ietoc Kal tou oujiTrovou Kal tou AoyoOsrou tou Trparrcoptou.” 

42 De Caerimoniis- Bonn, I, 497-498. “cos EicrfjA 0 Ev eis ttjv iJEcnjv. . .tcc£is tcov hrapycov Kal toO 
iTrapyou, apyupoTTpcrrai Kal ttocvtes Trpocy ijocteut al, Kal irav aucnrina.” 

43 De Caerimoniis-'Bonn, I, 572, 579. “icfteov, oti to Tpi| 3 ouvocAiov e^cottAkjev 6 urrapyos koto to Eico 0 os 
Tfjs TTpoEAeuaEcos CCTTO te pAcrrricov aTrAcoiiarcov Kal ctevSes Kal < 5 ar 6 Epycov xpwcov Kal xviiEurcovKal dvocyAihpcoy 
apyupcov, StiAovoti tcov apyupoTrpaTCOv toOto TrapEXOVTCOv." „^v 6 e tco TpipouvaAlco eott) evOev KdK£i 0 EV rj 
TroAlTlK^ |i£Ta TCOV OVaTIJliOCTCOV Kal TCOV iSlCOV OCpXOVTCOV, 9OPOUVTCOV TCOV HEV OCpXOVTCOV TO E§ x^viSta TCOV 
OEKpETiKcov Toe TrAocTcbvia, ol 8 e Aomol ttocvtes Ta Aeukcc x^ a vi8ia tcov TOcy^ocTlKoov. ,, 

On other munera, see P. Koukoules, op. cit., IV, 339ff. Cedrenus, II, 3 00 » ^ or a brilliant reception 
given an Iberian prince in the agora. 

44 J. B. Bury, The Imperial Administrative System in the Ninth Century, with a Revised Text of 
the Kletorologion of Philotheos (London, 1911) (hereafter, Philotheos), 131, 71. Basilica, VI, iv, 13. 
“TToevTa toc iv KcovcTTavTivouTroAEi CTCopiaTEia Kal ot TroAiTai Kal onto toO Sfjiiou TiavTOS iTrapxco Tfjs ttoAecos 
UTTOKEivTai.” Peira, LI, 29. “ot tcov texvcov tcJ> iTrapxco unoKEiVTai.” 

45 De Caerimoniis- Bonn, I, 720. “... tco 8e §tt 1 tou eISikou Aoyou. . .apxovTES tcov ipyoSoaicov, ip8o- 
liapioi Kal |i£iC6TEpoi tcov EpyoSoaicov.” 

46 My colleague Prof. Lopez has, I think, erred in his identification of the imperial “guilds” (he 
says the “public” and “imperial” guilds are one and the same thing) with what he calls the Srmocna 
acopaTa. These public or imperial guilds are, he says, differentiated from the “private” guilds by the 
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the public guilds, then, that were responsible to a great extent for the splendid 
and luxurious furnishings so pleasing to Byzantine spectators and so daz¬ 
zling to the eyes of foreign envoys. The guilds and their chiefs were important 
enough to take part in the actual receptions of foreign ambassadors in the 
palace. 

6 . Conclusions on Political Potential Of Guilds Prior to the Eleventh Century 

This rapid survey of the condition of the guilds prior to the eleventh century 
shows them to have possessed much of the apparatus necessary to partici¬ 
pate significantly in the political life of the imperial capital. Their political 


fact that the former are STinocricc acbpionra and the latter are simply ctwhotoc. In fact, then, the adjective 
8qn6cnov is the key word, its use indicating that the guild is an imperial-public one. However, it is much 
more probable that in the tenth century Srmocnov aconocTeiov (aconareiov is far more common in the 
literature than ctcohoc) was not an imperial-public guild at all. In fact, one really wonders to what 
extent the groups of imperial craftsmen working in the palace constituted guild groups. Further, his 
use of the word “public" as the equivalent of “imperial" is confusing. Certainly the Byzantine texts 
of this period do not use this adjective, Srmocnov, in describing the artisans and workshops of the 
palace; they use the adjective pocaiAiKov for this purpose. Thus, when Leo Diaconus (146—147) speaks 
of the imperial textile workshop, he uses the phrase ( 3 acnAtKq iaroupywr). Theophanes, I, 469, uses the 
same adjective in describing the imperial workshops. “avf|90r| kcci jiepos tou PocctiAikou £pyo8oaiou, 
tcov xpucroKAapapicov kotoc tov xpuo-ecova.” So also Pseudo-Codinus, p. 74, “t& 8e Mayyavoc 6 Meyas 
KcovcrravTlvos eicnae Aoyco tcov pacnAtKcov spyoSoofcov"; on pp. 118, 121, he simply refers to the 
imperial workshops as IpyoSocna. Nicetas Choniates, 157, Scopoc ttoAA& ek tcov paaiAmcov 

Xpuacovcov... ." De Caerimoniis -Bonn, I, 725, “ocKoAouOeiv 8e eis tocs TrpoeAeuaeis toOs pairras toOs paaiAi- 
kous Kod toOs XpucroKAa( 3 apious kccI tous XP^OX 0 ^”; also 5 1 8, 572. The members of the imperial workshops, 
then, were called imperials, pacriAiKoi, not Srmocnoi. Further, public and imperial are quite different. 
Often the meaning of 8r||i6cnov is “public," even though it is also used to denote the fisc. This adjec¬ 
tive is frequently employed to denote anything having to do with the citizenry. Thus in one of the 
letters of Psellus, Miscellanea , ed. by C. Sathas, MecroncovtKq BipAio 0 f|KT|, V (Paris, 1876), 320, the expres¬ 
sion Bqiiocrfcov Konrr|Aeicov is used to refer to the public inns and taverns. As the Book of the Eparch, 
XIX, testifies, these were to be found all over the city. Therefore, they were not “imperial" guilds 
simply because they are described as Srmoofcov. Basilica, LIV, xxxvii, 4, uses the adjective Srmoatov 
to refer to the public stoas of Constantinople, Srmocri'ats oroals. These are not imperial from the utili¬ 
tarian point of view. They were intended for public rather than for imperial use. Therefore pocatAucov 
and lpyo8ocnov have to do with the imperial artisans and workshops. Aquoatoc acoiiorreia have to do 
with corporations in which were enrolled artisans of the city itself. On this point, see also the remarks 
of M. Siuziumov, “Remeslo i torgovlia v Konstantinopole v nachale X veka," Vizantiiskii Vremennik, 
IV (i 95 i)> 28, no. 3. 

Prof. Lopez further states that the provisions in the Basilica refer only to the imperial guilds, 
and that the guilds of Constantinople are not mentioned here. The latter, he concludes, are present 
only in the Book of the Eparch. Now it so happens that he used the Heimbach edition of the Basilica, 
asserting that there was no other. However, he was not aware of the slightly improved edition of 
Zepos. Had he referred to this latter edition, he would have seen that the Basilica do deal with the 
public corporations. LIV, vi, 6-19, lists over forty guilds, among which are the architects, doctors, 
veterinarians, painters, sculptors, masons, woodworkers, potters, goldsmiths, glassworkers, fullers, 
silversmiths, coppersmiths, etc. But even the Heimbach edition mentions a number of public guilds 
(“private" guilds, according to Lopez). LIV, vii, 1, mentions tabularioi ; LIV, xx, mentions the guilds 
of the pork-dealers and innkeepers, and other guilds as well; LIV, xxi, mentions chalcopratai and 
trapezitai; LIV, xxv, mentions artocopoi. Most of these latter guilds appear in the Book of the Eparch 
as well, which, according to Lopez, is the only document describing the public (“private") guilds. 
Therefore, the Basilica, as well as the Book of the Eparch, deal with the non-imperial guilds, those 
which I refer to as public guilds. 

° n imperial craftsmen, see, in addition to the work of Siuziumov cited above, A. Kazhdan, 
“Tsekhi i gosudarstvennye masterskie v Konstantinopole v IX-X vv.," Vizantiiskii Vremennik, VI 
(^SS)* I 5 °~ I 53 - J- Ebersolt, Les arts somptuaires de Byzance (Paris, 1923), is of some use on the sub¬ 
ject. Unfortunately he has interpreted the regulations of the Book of the Eparch as intended for the 
imperial workshops. 
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potential was manifested in their actual participation in political life, in the 
considerable wealth accruing to many of the guildsmen (which wealth, in 
one case, was applied to the attempted assassination of an emperor), in the 
guild organization which provided the guildsmen with a close knit corporate 
spirit, 47 in the geographical proximity of the guilds to the palace enabling 
them to terrorize the government, and in the fact that the government and 
emperors relied upon them for certain munera and for occasional military 
service. Between the reigns of Heraclius and Leo III the political prominence 
of the demes and circus factions declined considerably. They were apparently 
reorganized and took on functions which were completely ornamental. The 
imperial government assumed charge of the circus games in the hippodrome, 
and the factions henceforth made their appearance only in the official proces¬ 
sions and imperial ceremony. Such was their role in the Book of Ceremonies . 48 
Thus, with the suppression of these circus factions, the guild system, along 
with the church, seems to have remained as the only major organization of 
the inhabitants in the capital with sufficient power to take an active part in 
the politics of Constantinople. 


Urban Violence and Guilds in the Eleventh Century 

The salient feature of the history of Byzantium in the eleventh century 
was the bitter and fatal struggle between the civil bureaucrats and the provin¬ 
cial feudal generals for the possession of supreme power. 49 With the death of 
the last male ruler of the Macedonian dynasty in 1028, the ambitious generals 
began to hatch plans and conspiracies which, they hoped, would give their 
families the throne. These provincial generals were representative of the some 
forty-five most prominent families of the provinces, families with traditions of 
illustrious military service often going back two to three hundred years, and 
in one case half a millenium. These generals were at the same time the great 
landowners of the provinces. 

The generals, in their quest for imperial power, were violently opposed by 
the bureaucracy in the capital. This was a disparate group in its composition, 
drawing its leading members from the actual corps of administrators, especial¬ 
ly the eunuchs, but also including the professors from the university of Cons¬ 
tantinople and a certain group which we may describe as the urban aristoc¬ 
racy or nobility. 

So the greater part of the eleventh century is the story of the attempts 
of the provincial generals to remove the civil aristocracy from the direction 


47 They had certain favorite saints. See the life of St. Artemius, Papadopulos-Kerameus, Varia 
Graeca Sacra in Sbornik grecheskikh neizdannykh bogoslovskikh tekstov IV—XV viekov (St. Petersburg, 
1909), 1-79. As the healer of hernia St. Artemius was of particular importance to the artisans. 

48 De Caerimoniis-Bonn , I, 798-799. F. Dvomik, “The Circus Parties in Byzantium,” Byzantina- 
M etabyzantina, I (1946), 119-134. 

49 For what follows, see, S. Vryonis, “Byzantium: The Social Basis of Decline in the Eleventh 
Century,” Greek Roman and Byzantine Studies , II (195 9), I 57~ I 7^- 



AHMOKPATIA AND ELEVENTH-CENT. GUILDS 303 


of affairs in Constantinople. Their obvious strength lay in the fact that they 
had the provinces and provincial armies in their hands. Before the militarists, 
under Alexius I Comnenus, finally triumphed in 1081, the bureaucrats put up 
a long and very spirited resistance, for they had a number of advantages. In 
their hands were the imperial palace, the central offices and finances of the 
state, the small but crack body of troops and the fleet stationed at Constan¬ 
tinople, and, most importantly, the imperial city itself with its invincible 
walls. It is remarkable to what degree the ideology of the Byzantine Empire 
was centered on Constantinople. The very fact that the imperial capital was 
in the hands of the bureaucrats for the greater part of the eleventh century 
was almost enough in itself to thwart the fifty or sixty rebellions raised by the 
provincial militarists during the period between 1028-1081. For no matter 
how long a rebellious general might hold Anatolia or the Balkans, without the 
conquest of the city on the Bosphorus it was a meaningless achievement. It is 
interesting that these generals did not, for the most part, think in terms of 
founding separatist states. 

Given the importance of the actual possession of Constantinople in this 
struggle between the bureaucracy and the provincials, any group within the 
city that was articulate politically acquired increasing significance in the af¬ 
fairs of that day. And in fact two Constantinopolitan groups do come to the 
fore in this tense polarization of political forces, the church and the very 
populace of the city. It is with the latter rather than with the former that 
we are here concerned. 


Michael V Calaphates 

In 1042, when the upstart Michael V Calaphates attempted to remove his 
aunt by marriage, Zoe, and with her the Macedonian dynasty, he first strove 
to secure the support of the upper class, but also, and especially, the support 
of the people, by conferring favors. 50 The removal of the Empress from the 
palace would be an extremely touchy matter at very best. Hence Michael was 
obliged to proceed cautiously. He decided to test the populace and its senti¬ 
ments on Easter Sunday. 

“The imperial procession having been prepared, the irpoe^dpxovrEs 51 of 
the agora strewed the ground with luxuriously woven silk carpets from 
the very palace to the gates of the revered and most holy St. Sophia. 
They had prepared these so that the Emperor might pass through in 
honor with his armed retinue.” 52 


60 Psellus, Chronographia, ed. byE. Renauld, I (Paris, 1926) (hereafter, Psellus, Chronographia), 96. 

51 TTpos^JcpxovTES would seem to refer to the heads of the guilds, or at least to the heads of the 
agora. The heads of the guilds appear variously as upocrrcrTcn, TTpocTcrrsOovres, TTpcoToorcnrai, TrpipiKi^piot, 
fSapxoi, ^(ipxovTES. Stockle, op. tit., 78-79, 84-85. Nicole, op. tit., 29. Sathas, op. tit., VI, 645. Whether 
it refers to the heads of the guilds or to the officials of the eparch, the total effect is the same here. It is 
the populace of the market place that Michael was sounding out. 

52 Attaliates, p. 12. 
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Satisfied with the luxurious reception given him by the people, Michael decid¬ 
ed to make yet one more sounding as to his popularity in the city; so the 
court announced a public procession on the Sunday following Easter. The 
Emperor was to go through the streets to the church of the Holy Apostles . 63 
This was to be the final test as to whether he could openly propose the deposi¬ 
tion of Zoe to the populace. 

“The Emperor, crowned, proceeded with the senate, the whole of the 
city having gathered for the sight. Those who lived on this boulevard 
hung out silver and gold vessels and carpets and other gold cloths. And 
they greeted him with such shouts that it seemed as if they were pouring 
out their very souls .” 54 

The narrative of Psellus completes the picture given by Attaliates and Cedrenus 
of the people’s reaction to Michael. 

“There remained, however, the problem of the others—the pick of the 
city populace and all those who belonged to the people of the agora and 
the manual workers. Their adherence, too, was assured and the hearts of 
the people won over by his favors. It was a necessary expense, for one 
day, if need arose, he might want their backing for his projects. The 
people, on their side, were genuinely attached to him and their sentiments 
found expression in certain obvious marks of goodwill. For instance, they 
would not allow him to walk on the bare ground: it would be a dreadful 
thing, they thought, if he did not tread on carpets. His horse, too, must 
needs revel in covers of silk. These compliments, not unnaturally, gave 
him pleasure and in his elation he began to reveal what his secret designs 
were .” 55 

It is rather obvious that in the above passages the populace of Constan¬ 
tinople, i.e., the ttoAItou, the Sfjiaos, was the prime concern of Michael in his 
bid for support. More specifically, he was concerned with the agora and its 
inhabitants, i.e., the craftsmen and shopkeepers, that is, the members of the 
guilds . 56 Psellus says that he bestowed favors on “oaoi tt}s dyopcdou TupfJ-ns f| tcov 
pavauacov Texvcov...,” on all of the people of the agora and craftsmen. As a 
result, the craftsmen gave the Emperor a brilliant reception on Easter Sunday 
and on the following Sunday when his entourage passed through the agora 
and silk carpets covered the street over which he was to pass. In the first 
instance, Attaliates relates that the trpoEfdpxov-res of the agora were responsible 

53 Cedrenus, II, 536. “t-So^ev ov/v doroTreipcxOfivai tcov ttoAitcov TrpoTepov, oiav expert irepi aCrroO yvcbpTjv, 
Kai el pev ypTicrrfiv SiaOeaiv (pavcocn 9uA&ttovtes els avlrrdv kocI cpiAiav 6 p 0 f\v, t6te kocI lyyeipfjaai tt) peA^tt), 
ei ToOvavTiov, rjauyiav dysiv. Trj KupiaKrj oOv tt) metcc t 8 ayiov TT-daya irpo^Aevaiv 8r|poalav Krjpu^as hv tco 
tcov aylcov ottocttoAcov vacp, kocI Si* aCrrfjs diroTrEipaOfjvai Kpivas Tfjs yvcbpris tcov ttoAitcov." 

64 Cedrenus, II, 536. Attaliates, p. 12. “peTa Se TaCrra Kai kotoc Tfjv v£av KUpiOKfjv ^iTnrou t^s irpodSou 
yeyevripevTis hrepnreTdvvuvTO coSe KaKEiaE toc TroAuTEAfj tcov U 9 aa|iaTcov Kai Tipia, Kai Koapos aAAos XP U<T ^P 
Kai apyupep KOTaorponTTCov avvEyoos uTrepfiprnTO, Kai irav to tt\s dyopas crr£9avr|9opo0v Kai olov k>pTdlov 
Xocpiiocruvd Tiva acoTrjpicb8r| KOTsAaparpOvETO. f) 8 e TTpOTropnTTj Oaupacrrf) tco ovti Kai paaiAiKt), TravTaydOev 
6 U 9 rmiais auyKpOTOup^vri Kai ydpiai Kai iraiaviapiots ^aipoupiEvrj Tfjs TrdAEcos." Note that where Cedrenus 
refers vaguely to the whole city, Attaliates speaks of the inhabitants of the market place. 

65 The Chronographia of Michael Psellus, tr. by E. R. A. Sewter (London, 1953 ) (henceforth, 
Sewter), p. 93. Psellus, I, 96. 

56 Psellus, I, 96. 
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for the strewing of the streets with silk carpets. These irpoeS&pxovTes seem to 
have been the heads of the guilds. 

The second procession, to the church of the Holy Apostles, went through 
the Mese, the great street of Constantinople along which were located the 
majority of the shops and where the craftsmen and merchants practiced their 
trades. 57 Cedrenus says that the procession passed through the Aecocpopos to the 
church. As is well known, Asoxpopos refers to a boulevard, a great street. Fur¬ 
ther, it is a well established topographical fact that it was the Mese which led 
from the palace to the church of the Holy Apostles. 58 Cedrenus says that it 
was the inhabitants of the Mese, the shopkeepers and craftsmen, who decorat¬ 
ed it with silver cloths, and gold and silver objects. Attaliates remarks that 
the whole agora, ‘"...was garlanded...” on the occasion. The objects dis¬ 
played during both processions were products of craftsmen who were obliged 
by law to have their shops on the Mese, i.e., gold and silver objects could be 
handled only by the apyupoTrpocrcu. These ccpyupoirpcrrai were obliged to have 
their shops on the Mese. 59 Also, the ireTtAa aripiKa Kal Ocpacrucrra xpuaouqjfj were 
restricted to certain workshops along the Mese. A close examination of the 
ornaments that adorned the procession in such great number suffices to in¬ 
dicate that the guilds were responsible for the reception, for, as we have 
already seen in the Book of Ceremonies, the guilds were responsible for decorat¬ 
ing the processional way. Thus, it becomes strikingly obvious that Michael 
was seeking to ensure the support of the shopkeepers and craftsmen who had 
their places of business in the vicinity of the Mese and in the neighborhood of 
the palace. 

As a result of the two receptions which he had received, Michael felt that he 
had this support. The night of the Sunday after Easter he had the unfortu¬ 
nate Zoe brought from her chambers and accused her of attempting to poison 
him, after which she was exiled to the isle of Principo where she was shorn 
and forced to don the monastic garb. The next day the populace gradually 
learned of Zoe’s fate, and the popularity of Michael amongst the citizens was 
soon replaced by anger. 60 As a result, Michael gave a dramatic account of the 
events which had transpired to the senators, and secured their approval. Then 
a pittacion was drawn up and given to the eparch of the city who was to read 
it to the people at the Forum of Constantine. 61 Michael thus hoped to quiet the 
unrest. The eparch, the patricius Anastasius, proceeded to the Forum of Con¬ 
stantine and read the letter, the contents of which are preserved in Cedrenus. 

“As Zoe has plotted against my imperial power I have exiled her, and 
her accomplice Alexius has been removed from the church. You, my people, 
if you persevere in your good faith in me, shall receive great honors and 
benefits and you shall live a clean and sorrowless life.” 62 

57 Stockle, op. cit. f 71-72. 

68 R. Janin, op. cit., map no. 5. 

69 Nicole, op. cit., 24. “Mr| §x £lv KeAeuoiiev i^ouafav xpvaoxoov oTkoi IpyaferOoa xpvaov f| apyupov, &AA’ 
§v toTs ipyaorripiois Tfjs Mearis.” 

60 Attaliates, 13. 

81 Attaliates, 14. Cedrenus, II, 536-537. Psellus, I, 98-100. Zonaras, III, 609. 

62 Cedrenus, II, 537. 
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The silence which followed was broken by a single voice which cried out, 
"We do not want a blasphemer of the cross and a caulker as our em¬ 
peror, but the original heir, our mother Zoe.” 63 
And immediately the crowd began to shout, 

"Curse the bones of Calaphates.” 64 

This was the usual curse employed by the rioting demes in the earlier period 
of Byzantine history. Then the crowd gathered sticks and stones and would 
have slain the eparch had not he and his troops fled from the scene. The 
pittacion infuriated the crowd and set in motion the rioting which eventually 
overthrew Michael. 65 

On the second day after Easter the whole city was aroused and certain 
officials and the clergy openly denounced Michael’s act. The members of the 
guilds, i.e. the tradesmen in the epyacnripia, were preparing an uprising. 66 As 
Psellus remarks, "... the people of the agora, already let loose, were moving 
to replace the tyranny of the tyrant.” 67 Then they began to gather, with the 
intention of setting fire to the palace. The gathering was formed into a military 
formation, 68 and though some of the mob were armed with axes, swords, bows, 
and spears, the majority were armed only with stones. 69 But both Psellus and 
Attaliates imply that the group was more than a rabble, for it followed cer¬ 
tain thought out plans. 70 The jails were opened and the prisoners enlisted in 


63 Cedrenus, II, 537. 

64 Cedrenus, II, 537. “&vcc<JKa9eir) toc dora tou KaAa<p&TOV.” 

66 Attaliates, p. 14 . “IAo0e 8 £ t 6 v kocttv 8 v ChtekkAIvcov etcrpaAcbv els to TrOp.” 

66 Psellus, I, 102. “ol 5'oOv hri tov ipyaarripicov Kal Trpds lasydAas toAuccs TrapeoxeudCo vto. The £pya- 
cm'ipta were the workshops of the craftsmen along the Mese. Stockle, op. cit., 71-72. Nicole, op. cit., 24. 
“.. .iv toIs ipyaorripiois Tffe Morris.” 

67 Psellus, I, 102. “to 8e dyopatov yivos kou atpeTov f)8r) ttou Kal TrapeK€Kivr|TO cbs dvriTupavvfjcrov to 
T upavveOcravri.” Here the phrase dyopalov y£vos really refers to the people of the agora, that is, to the 
craftsmen. This is made clear in other passages. Psellus relates that women left their seclusion to join 
the rebellion. “£ycb youv rroAA&s fccopdKeiv, &s oOSeIs aypi t6te Tift yuvaiKcovtriSos §£co TE0krrat, BiUAoaiqt 
T£ TTpo'ioOaas Kal pocoaas te Kal KOTrro^vas Kal Seivov &rroAo9Upo|j4vas £*ni tco TrdOei Tift (3aaiAl8os, al 8£ 
Aonral Maivd8cov 8 (kt|v ^povTO Kal Tdypa ou ti ptKpdv hrl t8v dArrfjptov avvEcrrfjKEcrav. M 

68 Psellus, I, 103. “t& n£v TrpcoTa KOTd \xtpo s Kal cbarrep kotoc aOcmjna hri t8v tt6Aepov KaTearTpaTOTre- 
Sevovto, ETTEiTa 5 Afl Tfjs TTdAscos Konr’ outoO avvEorpar^youv Tfj 9&Aayyi.” Constantine Manasses, 263. 

“OvpoO KayAdlEi Trj Trupqc, AiOous eu0us dpTrdC.61, 

£uAa Kal Trav t8 Trpoaruxov, |3cbAous, Kopuvas, ^Tl.” 

69 Psellus, I, 103. 

70 Attaliates, 14—15. “Kal toutovs apSr|v KaTa(3aA6vTES Kal 9uyEiv aiaypcos dvayKdaavTES ou SiaaKeSda- 
0r)aav, ola Td tou avuniyous , irAi t |0ous, Kal XTlps^ovTa dpx"nyou, dAA’ wcnrep dvcoOev arpomriyoupEvot yevvaioT^- 
pois pouAeOpaai Trpds t6 KapTEpcoTEpov <5cv£A<fcn|3avov £ccutous, Kal 7rpoa0i*)Krjv §KdaTT)s d>pas £k tcov cruppEdvTCov 
§Adppavov.“ Psellus, I, 103. “.. .6 Sfjpos <5rrras £rrl t6v pacnA£a kekIvtitoi Kal coorrEp O9’ tv\ auvOrman Trpds Tftv 
out f)v yvcb^v ovvElAEKTai.” Cecaumenus, Strategicon, ed. by B. Vasilievsky and V. Jemstedt (St. Peters¬ 
burg, 1896) (hereafter, Cecaumenus), 99. “TEAEvrfjcravTos yap SkeIvou tv Eipfjvq Kal tv nETavolqt KaAfj Kal 
toO dvE^iou ocutoO paaiAEuaavros £rravEcrrr| Trccaa f) ttoAis Kal ol £k tov ££co Eup£0£vTES tv auTrj, Trpd9acnv 
EupijKdTEs kot’ oOtoO cbs tt^v Ofilav auTou, Tf)v S^crrroivav ^opfaairros. Kal ^TjAfcpOr) k&keivos Kal f\ yEVEd aCrrou 
Traaa tv ptqc fj^pcjc." Ibn-el-Athiri, Chronicum quod perfectissimum inscribitur, ed. by C. Tomberg, IX 
(Leiden, 1863), 342, supplements the accounts of Attaliates and Psellus. Ibn al-Athir remarks that 
the leader of the outbreak was the Patriarch. This makes sense in the light of the other urban out¬ 
breaks which occurred during the eleventh century. For it was the patriarch who usually assumed 
the over-all direction of the revolutions. Ibn al-Athir remarks that the Emperor had had the 
Patriarch arrested and then ordered the Bulgarian and Russian guards to execute him. But the 
Patriarch succeeded in winning them over to his side and so obtained his release. According to the 
narrative of the Arab chronicler, the Patriarch then proceeded to the church (St. Sophia), summoned 
the citizenry, and urged them to remove Michael. See also Matthew of Edessa, Chronique de 952 a 
1136, tr. by E. Dulaurier (Paris, 1858), 72-73. 
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the forces of the rebels. The property of Michael’s family was then razed to 
the ground. At first Michael had not feared the uprising, considering it little 
more than a popular tumult. However, when the citizens’ army (Psellus speaks 
of it as the ttoAitikov crrp&T£u|jia) 71 appeared before the palace, Michael saw that 
the people were drawn up according to battalions and that the formation was 
of considerable size. It was then that he began to despair. 72 

After the appearance of the rebel army before the palace, Michael’s posi¬ 
tion was somewhat strengthened by the arrival of his uncle, the nobelissimus 
Constantine, with his private troops. The newly arrived soldiers were placed 
in the heights of the palace, and they showered missiles and stones on the 
people’s phalanx below. But after a temporary success in breaking up the 
military formation of the citizens, the latter once more returned to the attack. 73 
Meanwhile Zoe had been recalled from Principo by Michael, who hoped to 
quell the disturbance by presenting her to the crowd fully garbed in imperial 
raiment. However, the appearance of Zoe did not put an end to the citizens’ 
attack on the palace, for a group of citizens proceeded to St. Sophia, where, 
after consultation with the Patriarch Alexius, it was decided that they would 
retrieve Zoe’s sister, Theodora, from the monastery of Petrion. 74 The patricius 
Constantine Cabasilas and a section of the people’s army were dispatched to 
the monastery. At first Theodora refused to leave the sanctuary, but was 
eventually dragged out by members of the citizens’ army. She was clothed in 
the imperial robes and escorted to St. Sophia where she was acclaimed empress. 75 

The battle between Michael’s forces and the citizens was by now raging 
furiously. The rebels were divided into three sections. One was attacking the 
palace in the section of the excubita, a second was in the hippodrome, and a 
third in the tzycanisterion. Though the arrival of Catacalon Cecaumenus from 
Sicily had strengthened the forces of the Emperor, on the evening of the 
second day of the revolt, the citizens’ army prevailed over the imperial forces 
by weight of sheer numbers, and succeeded in smashing the gates of the palace. 
On entering the secreton, they plundered the gold and other objects accumu¬ 
lated there and destroyed the public registers. Michael and his uncle hastily 
boarded a ship and sailed to the monastery of Studion for refuge, where they 
adopted the monastic habit. But the battle, which had lasted for roughly 
twenty-four hours, 76 had been a bloody one, and over 3,000 citizens had fallen. 77 
As a result, when Zoe addressed the people and asked what was to become of 

71 Psellus, I, 108. 

72 Psellus, I, 104. “£tteI S£ f| 5 r) Aanirpa r\ aTrooracna §y£vETO, Kal 6 Srjuos Korra A6yous ovvijecrav, Kal 
d£i6Aoyos 7rapen|3oAfi £yey6vei, t6te Sfj Seivcos te £orp£<pETO t^v vyuxi'jv... 

73 Psellus, I, 105. 

74 Attaliates, 16; Psellus, I, 108; Cedrenus, II, 537. Psellus specifically states that the crowd sought 
out Theodora only after Zoe had been displayed in the imperial raiment. Cedrenus implies the reverse. 
The reference to the fact that the rebels went to the Patriarch for instructions confirms that which 
Ibn al-Athir has to say about the role of the Patriarch in the rebellion. 

75 Psellus, I, 108-109; Attaliates, 16. Cedrenus, II, 537, says that both Zoe and Theodora were 
acclaimed. 

76 Cedrenus, II, 539. 

77 Cedrenus, II, 538—539. “kccI yivETai 96VOS ttoAOs tcov ttoAitcov ola yu^vcov Kal ddirAcov np6s §v6ttAov/s 
dycovitop^vcov het& § 0 Acov Kal AiOcov Kal tcov TTapaTU)(6vTcov eiScov. 90a! yap d>s dmoAovTo Kara TauTrjv t^v 
fll^pav... dv 5 p£s dn9l Tas TpEls x^i&&as.” 

20 * 
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the deposed Michael, their cry was for vengeance. Cedrenus, who preserved 
many of the curious details of the revolt, included here the answer of the crowd. 

“Kill the abominable one, remove the sinner. Let him be impaled, 
crucified, blinded.” 78 

Zoe hesitated to punish Michael, but Theodora ordered the new eparch, 
Campanares, to blind Michael and his uncle. The citizens accompanied Cam- 
panares to Studion where they removed the two unfortunate men from the 
sanctuary by violence and the bloody deed was performed at the Sigma. 79 

Clearly, Michael had realized the importance of obtaining the support of 
the guilds. But he overestimated the success of his policy of bribes, and under¬ 
estimated the great strength of dynastic sentiment. He overplayed his hand, 
and the guilds, speaking for the populace—and in the very words tradition¬ 
ally spoken by the demes—condemned him. AripoKpcrria had the last word. 

In the reign of Constantine IX Monomachus, the sources reveal that the 
Constantinopolitans continued to be active in the political affairs of the city, 
though there is no mention of any connection specifically with the guilds. 
Constantine had established an amorous liaison with the beautiful Scleraina 
prior to his accession to the throne. After his coronation Constantine kept 
Scleraina as his mistress, in spite of his marriage to Zoe, thereby inducing a 
fear on the part of the demos that the lives of Theodora and Zoe were endan¬ 
gered. It was this apprehension of the citizens which produced riots of such 
violence that the new Emperor was almost overthrown. Attacking Constantine 
and a considerable armed retinue which were on their way to religious ser¬ 
vices, the populace repudiated Scleraina and clamored for their “mothers,” 
Zoe and Theodora. Had not the two women been summoned and presented to 
the populace, Constantine’s reign would surely have come to an abrupt end 
during the course of the riot. 80 

In 1047 the revolt of Leo Tornices and his advance on Constantinople 
occurred so unexpectedly that there were not sufficient forces within the walls 
for the defense of the city; so the Emperor was forced to raise levies from 
the populace which were then posted upon the walls. 81 


78 Cedrenus, II, 540. “cctpe tov TTaAapvaiov, TToir|aov ek pEaou tov dArrrjpiov. dvaaKoAoTrta6i c |TCo, araupco- 
0f|TCO, 'n^AcoOfiTco.” 

79 Cedrenus, II, 539—540. See Schlumberger, L’Epopee byzantine d la fin du dixibme sidcle, III 
(Paris, 1905), 377, for a reproduction of the Scylitzes miniature which depicts the dragging of the 
victims across the agora. 

80 Cedrenus, II, 555—556. “peAAcov 6 paaiAsOs eis Trpocn<uvT)cnv dareAOeTv tcov ocyicov Srmoaia TrpooScp kote- 

GTaaidaOrj irapd tou 8f||iov. e£eA 06 vtos yap toutou tteItj petcc TroAAfjs 8opu<popias duo tou iraAoTiou Kal 
Euqnjpias... ££a{<pvr]S ^ 5 T 1 X 1 1 ^ T I goto ptecjou tou uAi^Oous ‘f]{JieTs ti^v lKAf|patvav paaiAiaaav ou 0 £Aopsv, 

ou 5 £ Si’ ccutt^v al pavvai ijncov at uopcpupoyEWTiTOi Zcof) te Kal ©EoScbpa OavouvTai.' Kal euOus auve)(u 0 r| Ta 
udvTa, Kal Tapayfl KcrrEoyE to irAfjOos, Kal kf|T0uv t6v paarAkx Siayeiplo'ocaOat. Kal e! Tdyiov at paaiAtSES 
TTpOKvvyao-ai dvco 0 £v KaTEOTdpEaav to uAfjOos, duoAcoAEiaav dv ouk 8A(yoi, Tacos 5 ^ Kal out8s 8 ( 3 aaiAEUS. M 
Ibn al-Athir, IX, 352, implies that the Muslim and Christian foreigners in Constantinople had played 
some role in the rioting. As a result, Constantine banished from Constantinople all foreigners who had 
been residents there for less than thirty years. He gives an obviously exaggerated number for those 
banished, over 100,000! 

81 Cedrenus, II, 563—564. When Tornices arrived before the walls he made overtures to the citizen 
defenders of the walls to desert Constantine. It was on such occasions of emergency, remarks Constan¬ 
tine Porphyrogenitus, De Caerimoniis- Bonn, I, 449, that the guildsmen were recruited for military 
service on the walls. 
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1057-1081 

During the period 1057-1081 the populace of the capital figured in four 
major rebellions, three of which succeeded in dethroning monarchs. In fact, 
the turbulence of the people was such that the newly crowned sovereigns in 
most cases attempted to secure their good will by the bestowal of favors. 

In 1057 the patriarch Cerularius was able to dethrone Michael VI by promot¬ 
ing a revolution of the Constantinopolitans. Michael had realized the danger 
which a hostile citizenry posed and consequently had attempted to secure its 
good will. 82 When the revolt did break out in the capital, the citizens all 
gathered at St. Sophia and acclaimed Isaac Comnenus emperor. 83 Amongst 
those present were the heads of all the guilds, 84 and Attaliates relates that 
groups of citizens and soldiers then transferred the seat of government to 
St. Sophia. After Isaac’s coronation by the Patriarch, the new Emperor 
rewarded all his followers, amongst whom were, of course, the populace of 
the capital. 85 

When Constantin X Ducas succeeded to the throne in 1059 he made a deter¬ 
mined effort to secure the favor of the people. At his acclamation were gathered 
all the guilds and the senate, and after addressing them, he rewarded many of 
the people and senators. 86 Zonaras reports that numerous senators and large 
numbers of the common people were raised to higher ranks. 87 In a unique pas¬ 
sage, Psellus elucidates somewhat the vague statement of Zonaras. 

“Not a single man out of that assembly was sent away without some 
reward. The government officials, their deputies, the minor workers, even 
the manual workers, all received something. In the case of the last named, 
he actually raised their social status. Until this time there had been a 
sharp distinction between the class of ordinary citizens and the Senate, 
but Constantine did away with it. Henceforth no discrimination was made 
between workers and Senators, and they were merged into one body.” 88 


82 Cedrenus, II, 634. “6 8 e yepcov cruvEoxpiyye sis auTov tgov ttoAitcov Euvoiav_” Psellus, II, 103-104. 

“ 848 oiKa yap to te 8t}Potikov TrAfjOos...Tv’ oOv pf| Ktvrjaco TTpaypaTa £tt’ £p 4 . .. .” 

83 Attaliates, 58. “koI 6 8fjpos cnras Tfjs ttoAecos aurov EucpimEi.” 

84 Cedrenus, II, 635. “oi tcov ETaipsicov TravTEs apyovTEs, Kai tives aAAoi tcov a9avEC7TEpcov.” Zonaras, III, 
664. ‘ETaipEia would seem to indicate the guilds. ‘ETaipsIa is used as a designation for guild, along 
with aucrrr|pa, acopaTEiov etc., in Basilica , VIII, 2, 101; XI, 1, 14. ‘ETaipEia is often used to designate 
the body of mercenary troops in the palace. But Attaliates, 58, says that the palace guard remained 
loyal. Thus, it is the guilds about which Cedrenus, II, 635, is talking. In addition, he uses the plural 
form of the word, not the singular. 

85 Attaliates, 60. . .9povncrrds ttoAAous tcov 8r| poor cov aTroSsi^as cruAAoycov, outgo Kal to Stjpotikov 

Tfjs TTpOOT|KOUOT|S Tipfjs O^lOl.” 

86 Attaliates, 70-71. . .ouvrjOpoiCTE tcc CTcopaTEia Tfjs ttoAecos, Kai Aoyous EiriEiKEias yEpovTas E8T}pr|y6- 

pT|OE npos auTOUS... Kal fjaav of ti^Oevtes ttoAAoI tcov te Tfjs ayopas Kal Tfjs auyKAf)TOV pouAfjs.” Note 
the conjunction of acopaTEia and tcov te Tfjs ayopas. Cedrenus, II, 651. “Aoyous EiriEiKEias yepovTas 
£8 tj pT|yopTjaE Trpos ttjv auyKATiTOV Kai upos auav to 8t|potik6v te Tfjs ttoAecos Kal koivov. .. hrpriaE 8 e tgov te 
T fjs cruyKAf|TOU Kal tou Sijpou ttoAAous.” 

87 Zonaras, III, 674. “ttoAAous tgov Tfjs auyKArjTOu pouArjs Kal tou 8r|pco8ous TrAfjOous eis peilovas 
d§icopccTG0v paOpous TrpoEpipaaE.” 

88 Sewter, 258. Psellus, II, 145. “ouSevo youv tgov TravTCOv a9fjKEv ayEpaaTOv, oO tgov Iv teAei, oO 
tcov pet* ^keivous euOus, o 0 tcov TroppcoSt, aAA* ouSe tgov pavauacov o 08 £va. aipEt yap Kal toutois toOs tgov 
d^icopcrrcov paOpous, Kal Si^pTjpsvou tecos tou ttoAitikoO yEvous Kal toO ovyKAr)TtKou, auTOS a9aipEi to pEao- 
Toiyov Kal auvaiTTEi to Siecttcos, Kal tt\v Staoraatv pETcnf 0 r|OTV eis cruvEyEiav.” 
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Attaliates specifically states that those honored were Tfjs dyopas , 89 and further 
co nfir ms this statement of Psellus in a passage describing the donations which 
Nicephorus Botaniates distributed after his coronation: “The whole senate, 
numbering thousands of men, was.. .rewarded.” 90 Thus, it is quite clear from 
the sources that Constantine changed the nature of the senate by a wholesale 
incorporation of the pdvauaoi, the guildsmen. 91 

A further confirmation of the fact that members of the guilds had entered 
the senate is the chrysobull issued by Alexius Comnenus entitled, “Guildsmen 
and merchants may not take the oath in their homes.” 92 This decree was 
issued either in 1083, 1098, or 1113, and was pronounced in a dispute over 
certain merchandise between two merchants and a woman named Anna. When 
the former were asked to testify under oath, they demanded to take the oath 
in their homes rather than in a public court, claiming this prerogative on the 
grounds that they were both senators. 93 But Anna protested that they were 
merchants and did not have the right to take the oath privately. 94 The case 
was deadlocked over this issue and so the eparch referred it to the Emperor. 
Alexius decreed that guildsmen who also had senatorial rank were required to 
take the oath in public, just as those guildsmen who did not have senatorial 
rank were required to do. For as members of the corporations, they were under 
the jurisdiction of the eparch. 95 The contents of this chrysobull make it quite 
clear that members of the corporations had entered the senate as a distinct 
group. 

The motives of Constantine X Ducas in opening the senate to this group 
most probably lay in the fact that he wished to find stronger support for his 
family as the new dynasty, and support also in the struggle against the mili¬ 
tary element. It is probable that members of the more powerful and respect¬ 
able guilds received senatorial rank. 

The rebellion which broke out on the feast day of St. George in 1059 was 
largely engineered by the leaders of the army and navy, but the inhabitants 


89 Attaliates, 71. 

90 Attaliates, 275. “Trcccja yap fj cruyKArjTOS, v*nr 4 p pu/ptdSas dvSpcov TrapapopoupiEVTj ... T^toOvro Ttucov.” 

91 Here pdvauaoi and ot Tfjs dyopas refer to the members of the trades and corporations rather 
than to the rabble. This is made clear by Attaliates, 275-276. Here these new senators, the pdvauaot 
of Psellus, are carefully distinguished from the “.. .dpyol Kal tt 4 vt|tes Tfjs paaiAeuoucrTjs> ol Tats 4 rrt- 
oK^rrecn tcov AEcotpdpcov, afrrep IpipoAot \iyovrax, TrepivoaroOvTes Kal £n<pcoAeuovres, Kal -rrapaah-cov t6£iv fj 
koA< 5 ckcov. ...” Bdvauaos was most often used to designate the lower trades. Theodore Studites, Patrologia 
Graeca, XCIX (Paris, 1903), 273, “.. .tcov ( 3 ava 0 crcov TEyvcov.. . 60 ev ucpdirrai te Kal £a9Ets, ctkutot6hoi 
te Kal okt| voTTOtot, AEirroupyol te Kal oIko66|joi, Kavoiroiol te Kal [iaAoKopyof....” See also P. Koukoules, 
op. cit., II, 221 ff., “6s 4 v toTs dyEv&xtv gpyois....” Psellus, I, 132, indicates that Constantine IX had 
already attempted to gain the favor of the commoners by similar concessions. “dp^Afii toi Tdgtv typ<j(jr\s 
Tfjs Tiptfjs 4 v tco ttoAitikco 8ijpKp, Kal 6pou Tivds frriKEiiJivou d|i£TO 0 h-ou Tfjs dvapdaEcos, ovrros £ke(vt|v m^v ovyy&xs, 
toutov 84 d9£Acbv, puKpoO 8eTv t8v dyopalov Kal dy 0 pTT|v 8fj|iov ^uiiTTavrra koivcovoOs Tfjs yspoualas ttettoItike, 
Kal toOto ou tictiv fj ttAeIooi xapiadpEvos, dAA* euOus drrd puds <pcovfjs drravTas els Tds vrr£prj9dvous pierEVEyKcbv 
dpxds." The senate seems also to have been opened to people on the basis of intellectual accomplish¬ 
ment, Psellus, ed. by Sathas, IV, 430-431. 

92 Novellae, ed. by I. Zepos and P. Zepos, Jus Graecoromanum , I (Athens, 1931) (hereafter, Novellae), 

645. **TTEpl TOO TOUS CTVOTTIPKXTtKOUS Kal TTpaypiOCTEUTCCS \XT] OlKOl dpLVUElV.” 

93 Novellae, 645. “Kal ol p^v oTkoi 6 picopiOK 4 vai ttpoeteIvovto, t 6 filvai auyKAr|TiKol TrpopaAA6|ievoi. M 

94 Novellae , 645. “fj 84 yvvfj Srjpioai^ t6v 8pKOV aurous Crnroaxelv, TrpaypiaTEUTds filvai toutous 8 taTElvopl 4 vTl. ,, 

96 Novellae, 645. “tous 84 avorripiaTiKous Kal upaypKXTEUEaOai pouAop^vous, pifj tou rrpovopilou toOtou 

diroAo^Eiv.. .Brjpioala toutous dpivusiv, KaOdrrrEp tous pirjSEvds tetuxtikotos dficbnaTOs.” 
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of the capital were also involved. 96 The head of the conspiracy within the city 
was the eparch, responsible for the maintenance of order in the capital, and 
in direct and immediate control over the city’s guilds. Before the Caesar 
John Ducas was able to restore order, the citizens had thrown the city into 
chaos. 97 

The next reference to the political activities of the populace of Constan¬ 
tinople occurs during the revolt of Nicephorus Botaniates in 1078. The cir¬ 
cumstances were quite similar to those of Isaac’s revolt, as once more the 
conspirators gathered at St. Sophia where Botaniates was proclaimed the new 
emperor. Attaliates reports that present in St. Sophia at that moment were 
the synod, the more prominent members of the senate, the clergy, the more 
prominent monks, and people from the agora, the tradesmen. 98 After the 
acclamations at St. Sophia the people and those prominent persons involved 
in the rebellion were drawn up into some kind of military formations. 99 Let¬ 
ters were sent by the Patriarch to all those in the government who were not yet 
a party to the conspiracy, urging them to join, and whoever refused to join 
the rebellion was threatened with the destruction of his home and property. 100 
This was the same weapon Cerularius had used in the revolution of 1057 when 
he turned the citizens loose on the properties of all those who had opposed 
the acclamation of Isaac. The rebel army of citizens then besieged and took 
the great palace. Michael VII had previously summoned Alexius Comnenus and 
asked his advice as to what should be done. Alexius replied that it would be 
possible to smash the rebellion, for most of the crowd which had gathered 
was pocvauCTov and therefore inexperienced in warfare. That is, they were of the 
market place. 101 Michael disregarded the advice of Alexius, and at the end he 
was taken captive and the citizens took possession of the palace. 

Botaniates had been able to enter the capital only because of the revolt 
which had opened the gates to him. At the same time the revolt of Bryennius 
in the western provinces posed a serious threat to Botaniates; so he was 
forced not only to reward those who had opened the city to him, but also to 
ensure their future loyalty in the face of his rival, Bryennius. This he did by a 
very liberal bestowal of titles and money. All taxes owed to the treasury 


96 Psellus, II, 148. “neTOxoi gg TO u okehjjotos ou tcov ayevcov jjovov Kal avcbvupoi.” Attaliates, 74, speaks 
of the dtpocv^crTEpoi in the rebellion. 

97 Attaliates, 73. “kccI 6 Sfjpos OTas ovvEKpoTEiTO Kal cruvTjOpoi^ETO, Kai Tapaxus Crrrfjpxov Ta Korra 

tt)v tt6Aiv dvociaeora_” 

98 Attaliates, 270. “kcckeicte ijet a Tfjs auvoSou cruyKpOTOuarv ol Tfjs cruyKAfjTOU AoyaSes... nas 6 

KAfjpos.. .Kal ocrot Tfjs dyopas, Kal tcov Naltpaicov ol SoKiucbTOTOi.” Zonaras, III, 719. . .to te toOttis 

8t)potikov Kal t8 CrnEpExov £v apyouar... Kal tcov Trj £KKAr|orqc.. .to EKKpnrov.” Bryennius, 123. “...to 
ttAeicttov aTroAEiiov te ion Kal pavauaov.” 

99 Attaliates, 270. “Kal n^viKov/Ta Kcrra tpoTplas SiaipEdEVTEs ol Tfjs TroAmias ETrcovupot Kal ttocvtes ol 
ttis ‘Pcopaicov 9 uAfjs.. .oTJVTaypaTdpxais te aCrroiioAoi £xP 1 l 0 ' aVT0 -” Zonaras, 111,719. “ 6 iaipE 0 EVTEs oOv 
kotoc (paTpias Tfjs TroAmias ol e^oyoi Kal kotoc cpaAayyas ovvacrrrioavTES.. 

100 Bryennius, 122. Kal EjjTmrpav Tas olKias tiheiAovv eI jifj Trpos aCrrous TrapayEvotvTO Kal tou okeij- 
Poctos KoivcovriaaiEv.” 

101 Bryennius, p. 124. ‘E<pr|crE yap cos tou auvaOpota 0 EVTOS TrAfjOous to ttAeicttov &ttoAeh6v te eoti Kal 
pdvavaov, Kal ouk av UTrooraiEV koOcottAicthevous avSpas ISovtes Kal Trpos pax^v iToiiious.” Here the word 
admits of the more general meaning, i.e., the crowd. In any case, the passage refers to the political 
activities of the citizens. 
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before his accession were cancelled, and all the senate, now including a vast 
host of artisans (Attaliates says thousands), was rewarded . 102 The chronicle, 
in meter, of Constantine Manasses, describes this scene in very interesting 
detail: 

“He (Botaniates) cloaked in garments gleaming with gold, 
and in purple raiment of golden brocade studded with pearls 
which gave forth a purple and golden brilliance 


sat high on a silver-studded throne 
bestowing ranks on all those who came forward: 

Blacksmiths, woodcutters, diggers, merchants, farmers , 103 
cobblers, rope-makers, fullers, vineyard workers. 

He debased the things of honor and defiled things of illustrious nature, 

by sending down such glory to the craftsmen (pavctOcrovs), 

which rewards former emperors had bestowed 

to those achieving great deeds of glory 

and to those who were of illustrious lineage and blood .” 104 

Finally, during the revolution of Alexius Comnenus, Botaniates had been 
forced to supplant the garrison of the walls with levies of citizens. Zonaras 
states that the Emperor recruited them from the people of the market place 
and from the city mob . 105 

The events described in the preceeding paragraphs show that the inhabitants 
of Constantinople exercised considerable influence on the course of the internal 
history of the period. They were a force to be considered by both the bureau¬ 
crats and the generals. Further, the terminology employed in the sources to 
describe these activities indicates that the guilds were the leaders in the 
political activities of the Constantinopolitans. 

Attaliates speaks of the Sripoaicov ovXAoycov, and of the dco^a-refa xfjs ttoAecos 106 


102 Bryennius, 128 ; Zonaras, III, 719; Attaliates, 275 . 

103 rato|i&xos in D. Demetrakou, Meya Ae^ikov Tfjs e EAAr|viKf}s rAcoaaris, II, i 537 > * s defined as “6 dnro 
yffc, duo ttjs fnpas siaxoiiEvos.” But the Latin translation of the Bonn text, agricola, seems closer to the 
meaning intended here. 

104 Constantine Manasses, 285 . 

“auros S^TTiTropTroupiEvos xpvaoEcrriA(3ous ttettAous 
K al puacnva xpuo-ou(j>i} iaapyapocp6pa cpapr), 

Koci p&ppcm rropcpupavOEi Aajjnrovra Kal xpuaicp, 


£ 9 ’ u<yr|Acdv !koc 0 t|to Opovcov apyuporjAcov, 

Koapcov toTs d^icbpacn TrdvTas, tous Tipoaiovras, 

XocAkeTs, SpUTOUOus, 0Ka96UTccs, ^Tiopous, yaionayous, 

KprymSoTTcbAas, cryoivoupyous, Kva 9 eis, dirrreAepydTas, 

Kal x^Saiwv xa Tipua, Kal tcc Aaprrpd ^cmaivcov, 

Kal tijAikoOttiv eChcAeiav KOTaycov els pavauaous, 
f|v IttoOAov i8l8ocrav ol Kparopes ol TTpcbr|v 
avSpayaOlas Kal KaropOouacov peydAa, 

Kal xaCrra toTs afpo-ros Kal yevous Aapirpocnropov.” 

105 Zonaras, III, 728 . “ailryxAuSes &v 0 pcomn Kal ttoA^cov ot TrAeloves aSaeis f| paAAov e£ dyopaicov dOpoia- 
O^vres Kal 'irArjOyos 8tiij6ti8os.” ’Ayopalcov again almost certainly refers to the craftsmen of the market 
place, as has been shown above in footnote 81 . Notice that Zonaras seems to differentiate between 
dyopaicov and ttAijOOos 5t)uoti6os. 

106 Attaliates, 60 , 70 ; Cedrenus, II, 641 . 
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Cedrenus speaks of the ETatpsicdv . 107 And finally, Psellus and Bryennius mention 
the |3avauCToov . 108 

luAAoyos , 109 iTaipela , 110 aconaTEtov , 111 auarrma , 112 the terms used in the texts, all 
refer to the guilds. This is clear from their use in the legal literature of the 
tenth and eleventh centuries, i.e., in the Basilica, the laws of Leo VI, the 
Book of the Prefect, and the Peira. Bavauaos 113 refers to the members of the 
lower guilds. As mentioned above, pdvauaos admits of two meanings. It specific¬ 
ally refers to artisans and craftsmen, but is also used in a less specific sense to 
denote a rabble. However, in our texts it generally implies the former, i.e., 
artisans and craftsmen. This is usually evident from the general context of 
the passages quoted . 114 Most illustrative in this respect is the text of Cons¬ 
tantine Manasses quoted above (p. 312 ) where he employs the term pavauaous 
and spells out the exact meaning by saying that the term includes, amongst 
others, blacksmiths, woodcutters, diggers, merchants, cobblers, rope-makers, 
fullers, etc . 115 

Thus, the heads of the guilds played an important role in the rebellion which 
overthrew Michael VI . 116 After Isaac Comnenus was crowned he rewarded the 
populace and took a certain interest in the guilds. When Constantine Ducas 
was crowned, he summoned the guilds of the city and addressed them. After 
the address many members of the guilds were made senators. The guilds again 
played an important role in the revolt that overthrew Michael VII Ducas. In 
the defense of the walls against the forces of Alexius Comnenus, Nicephorus 
Botaniates had to employ artisans. This review or summarization of the evi- 

107 Cedrenus, II, 635; Zonaras, III, 664. 

108 Psellus, II, 145; Bryennius, 123. 

109 Nicole, op. cit., 15-16. 

110 Basilica, VIII, 2, 101, equates eTonpeia with ovorqua and aconoTeiov. Basilica, XI, 1, 14, equates 
^Tocipeioc with ovcrrqiia and mAAeyiov. This word is missed by Stockle, op. cit. Bury, Selected Essays 
(Cambridge, 1930), 207-208, makes the following remark on Cedrenus, II, 635, and Zonaras, III, 
664: “.. .party organizations or clubs, hetaiveiai. These clubs which Zonaras has fortunately mentioned, 
had politically somewhat the same significance in the eleventh century as the demoi or factions of the 
hippodrome in the sixth; though doubtlessly they were much smaller and possessed far less influence 
than the blues and greens.” Bury seized upon the political significance of the hetaiveiai but failed 
to identify them properly. 

111 Basilica, VIII, 2, 101 . “ou Tracriv ^elTai iroieiv h-aipeias f| ovorqiKrra, q acoiKXTeia.” Basilica, VI, 
4,13. “TravTa toc ev KwvcrravTivourroAei o-co|iocT6ia.. .tco ^Trapxco Tfjs TroAecos ^moKe^a0coo■av. ,, See also Basilica, 
LX, 32, 2. Peira, LI, 7, distinguishes between acoiaccTeiov and ovorqua. “oti crconaTeiov kocI auorqiJia 
Sia<p£pei. oxonocTeiov \xkv yap ’got! Traaa Teyvq, qTis 5ia x el P°S ex £l T1 l v Spyocofav, oiov okutotohikt) fj parrnKij. 
aikrrqua 5e q |aq ex oucra Side X El P < ^ >v ipyaofav, oiov oi TTpavSiOTTpcrrai Kai ol neTa^oTrp&Tai ml ol Aonroi, 
omves ocutoI ouk epydlovTai.” 

112 This is the term used most frequently in the Book of the Prefect to signify guild. Nicole, op. cit., 
IV, 5; VI, 6, 10, 12, 13; VII, 3, 6; VIII, 13; IX, 6; XII, 2, 6; XIII, 4; XIX, 4. Basilica, VIII, 2, 
101; XI, 1, 14; LIV, 6, 16; VI, 4, 13; VII, 8, 10. De Caerimoniis-Vogt, I, 13, 498. 

113 Psellus, I, 148. “.. .tcov 6Trl Tqs ocyopas epyaorqpfcov, £9* cbv ot pavaucroi tcov texvcov ml Ijjurupioi 
Tf|v ^uvT&etav exouai.” A great number of these epyacrnjpia were located on the Mese. Psellus, I, 96, 
speaks of the pavocucrcov texvcov. 

114 Psellus, I, 96, 148. According to the distinction made between the aco(iocT6iov and aOcrrqua in the 
Peira, the | 3 avavaoi would have belonged to the acoiiocTeia. However, it is highly doubtful whether 
such a distinction is observed in the terminology of our chroniclers. 

115 See supra, note 104. 

116 The heads of the guilds are designated variously; TTpoorocTai, TrpoorocTeOovTes, TrpoecrrcoTes, TrpcoTO- 
OTdTai, -rrpiiJiiKTjpioi, e^ap\oi, Stockle, op. cit., 78. Attaliates, 12, seems to refer to them as ot Tfjs dyopas 
TrpoefApxovTes, and Cedrenus, II, 641, is possibly referring to them when he speaks of 9povncrraI; 
Attaliates, 60. These e£ a PX 01 had considerable jurisdiction within the guild. 
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dence shows beyond a doubt that the citizens were active politically during 
the eleventh century, and that their activity was centered in the guilds. 

Meager though the evidence of this period is, one can formulate a hypo¬ 
thesis. The guilds of eleventh-century Constantinople exercised some of the 
political functions of the old demes and circus factions. By political functions 
is meant that they were a vehicle of political expression of the people. At the 
same time their repeated use for garrison duty along the great walls of the 
city is reminiscent of some of the duties of the demes. A text from the eleventh- 
century provincial general Catacalon Cecaumenus furnishes what would seem 
to be a striking confirmation of the hypothesis that the Constantinopolitan 
guilds of the eleventh century were engaged in political as well as in economic 
endeavor. Cecaumenus exhorts his son: “Beware that you have extreme 
exactness in the affairs of the city, so that nothing may escape your knowledge; 
but have spies on every side and everywhere in all the guilds, so that when¬ 
ever something is plotted, you shall learn of it.” 117 With the suppression of 
the political life of the demes in the seventh and eighth centuries, the political 
life of the Constantinopolitans possibly became connected with the corpora¬ 
tions. The sources of the ninth and tenth centuries indicate that these bodies 
played a significant role in the general life of the capital, though they do not 
say very much as to their political role. But if these sources are reticent in 
this respect, the sources of the eleventh century leave no doubt whatsoever. 
The appearance of the guilds as such important elements in the internal his¬ 
tory of eleventh-century Byzantium is to be explained not only by their 
economic strength and organization, but also by the tense division between, 
and opposition of, the civil and military factions. The guilds (along with the 
church) were, therefore, often the decisive force in this struggle. 

The emergence of the guilds as political factors in the life of the capital is 
doubly significant. First, as mentioned above, on the local scene it accounts, 
in part, for the successors to the demes. Second, in terms of mediaeval 
society generally, it shows that just as a certain relationship existed between 
urban political violence and the guilds at various times in the Islamic East 
and the Latin West, so also such a relationship existed in eleventh-century 
Byzantium. And even though this similarity may not have been due com¬ 
pletely to common institutional ancestry and development, nevertheless it 
indicates a certain basic affinity among the three mediaeval societies. 


117 Cecaumenus, 5. “-npoaexe oOv kcc\ lx 6 OKpipeuxi; els tcc Trjs tt6Aecos Trpdypcrra u7r£ppdXAov<jav, fva 
HT)S£v cte AavOavi], 6QQC ex e KorraoxoTrous Trdvmj xal TravrocxoO eIs irdvra tcc auanmorra, iv* 6tt6tocv peAett|6^ 
ti, jjk 5 c 6 t^s touto.” In the German translation of Cecaumenus by H. G. Beck, Vademecum des byzantini- 
schen Aristokraten , in Byzantinische Geschichtsschreiber, V, 26, crucrn'mccTa has been translated as Ziinfte. 



